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Budgets and Expenditure in Subregion South-West Asia
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Response in 2019
As they entered a fifth decade of protracted displacement, Afghans constituted the second largest refugee population in
the world. With more than 950,000 and 1.4 million registered refugees respectively, the Islamic Republics of Iran and
Pakistan hosted nearly 90% of the world’s 2.7 million Afghan refugees. Both countries also hosted sizeable populations
of documented and undocumented Afghans of varying legal status. Due to a deterioration in the security situation,
uncertainties related to political transition and limited absorption capacity and reintegration opportunities in Afghanistan,
voluntary repatriation decreased over the past three years, reaching an historic low of 8,100 returnees (assisted by
UNHCR and processed at encashment centres in Afghanistan) in 2019. At the same time, 2019 saw a marked increase
in movements to Europe, with Afghans constituting the largest group of new arrivals at year-end.
 
Despite their own socio-economic challenges, the Islamic Republics of Iran and Pakistan remained committed to
inclusive policies, notably in access to national education and health care systems, as well as human capital
development and economic opportunities.
 
The three governments and UNHCR continued to pro-actively engage within the multi-year regional Solutions Strategy
for Afghan Refugees (SSAR), which remained the principal framework for responsibility-sharing and solutions for Afghan
refugees. In view of the demographic composition of the Afghan refugee population in the region – more than 60%
children and youth - a cross-cutting theme of the SSAR is youth empowerment through education, health and skills
training. To this end, UNHCR played a catalytic role in channelling investment in the human capital, resilience and
portable skills of refugee youth in host countries, enabling young Afghans to contribute to their host communities
pending return. At the same time, these activities enhanced the potential of the youth to contribute to nation-building and
reconstruction in Afghanistan upon return.

In December 2019, UNHCR and the three governments launched a Support Platform for the SSAR, in line with the
commitments and provisions of the Global Compact on Refugees. The platform provides an opportunity to redefine the
way in which the international community, as a whole, responds to the Afghan refugee situation. It recognizes the
imperative to support both the inclusive policies of the host countries and the Government of Afghanistan’s commitment
to enable the voluntary repatriation and sustainable reintegration of refugees.  
 
In this regard, the focus in Afghanistan remained on enhancing capacity by leveraging humanitarian and development
partnerships in the priority areas of return and reintegration (PARRs). The 20 PARRs link community-based protection
projects to longer-term development programs and encouraged private sector investment. They are aligned with
Afghanistan’s national peace and development framework and national priority programmes, notably the Citizens’
Charter, as well as the Displacement and Return Executive Committee (DiREC) policy framework and action plan on
returnees and IDPs.
 
Equally important, UNHCR sought to channel additional investments into the national public service delivery systems in
the Islamic Republics of Iran and Pakistan (education, health care, social protection, vocational skills development), with
a view to supporting inclusive government policies and benefitting host communities and refugees alike.
 



2019 Voluntary Contributions to South-West Asia | USD

Earmarking / Donor
Pillar 1

Refugee
programme

Pillar 3
Reintegration

projects

Pillar 4
IDP

projects

All
pillars

Total

South-West Asia overall

United States of America 0 0 0 15,200,000 15,200,000

South-West Asia overall subtotal 0 0 0 15,200,000 15,200,000

Afghanistan

Belgium 0 284,414 853,242 0 1,137,656

Bulgaria 40,000 0 0 0 40,000

Canada 0 0 0 949,848 949,848

Central Emergency Response Fund
(CERF)

0 0 94,222 5,778 100,000

Common Humanitarian Fund Sudan 0 0 2,395,892 0 2,395,892

Denmark 0 0 0 3,720,079 3,720,079

European Union 0 0 0 7,265,721 7,265,721

France 0 0 300,000 0 300,000

Germany 170,955 787,788 0 0 958,743

Japan 1,905,142 2,247,000 267,500 0 4,419,642

Luxembourg 0 0 0 523,013 523,013

Norway 0 0 326,975 685,323 1,012,298

Private donors in Italy 9 0 0 0 9

Private donors in Japan 0 0 92,938 0 92,938

Republic of Korea 0 0 0 3,400,000 3,400,000

Sweden 0 0 0 1,103,022 1,103,022

Switzerland 0 0 0 1,004,016 1,004,016

United States of America 2,500,000 0 0 18,200,000 20,700,000

Afghanistan subtotal 4,616,106 3,319,202 4,330,769 36,856,800 49,122,877

Islamic Republic of Iran

Australia 1,000,000 0 0 0 1,000,000

Central Emergency Response Fund
(CERF)

685,705 0 0 0 685,705

Denmark 2,103,979 0 0 0 2,103,979



Earmarking / Donor
Pillar 1

Refugee
programme

Pillar 3
Reintegration

projects

Pillar 4
IDP

projects

All
pillars

Total

European Union 4,657,856 0 0 0 4,657,856

Germany 2,224,694 0 0 0 2,224,694

Japan 973,213 0 0 0 973,213

Kuwait 75,910 0 0 0 75,910

Norway 799,543 0 0 0 799,543

Private donors in Canada 525 0 0 0 525

Republic of Korea 2,010,613 0 0 0 2,010,613

Russian Federation 100,000 0 0 0 100,000

UNAIDS 52,000 0 0 0 52,000

Islamic Republic of Iran subtotal 14,684,038 0 0 0 14,684,038

Pakistan

Canada 0 0 0 379,939 379,939

Denmark 2,103,979 0 0 0 2,103,979

European Union 909,615 0 0 1,544,892 2,454,508

Japan 2,098,790 1,266,794 0 0 3,365,584

Norway 0 0 0 342,661 342,661

Private donors in the Republic of
Korea

5,086 0 0 0 5,086

Switzerland 503,018 0 0 0 503,018

UNAIDS 30,000 0 0 0 30,000

UNDP 81,337 0 0 17,979 99,316

United States of America 107,000 0 0 22,800,000 22,907,000

Pakistan subtotal 5,838,827 1,266,794 0 25,085,472 32,191,093

Total 25,138,971 4,585,996 4,330,769 77,142,272 111,198,007

Note:


