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Plan Overview

Opera�onal environment
Refugee returns to Myanmar con�nue to hinge on the poli�cal situa�on in Myanmar, along with the impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic, the predictability of the return process and the availability of other solu�ons. 

In 2020, the number of arrests and people of concern in immigra�on deten�on decreased considerably, due in
part to advances in the development of a na�onal screening mechanism, as well as con�nued implementa�on
of the memorandum of understanding on alterna�ves to deten�on for children. However, the Immigra�on Act
s�ll treats urban people of concern to UNHCR as illegal aliens. 

There con�nues to be strong poli�cal will to resolve statelessness, in line with Thailand’s 2024 commitments
to – i) facilitate stateless persons' access to civil registra�on services; and ii) adjust regula�ons for gran�ng
na�onality and civil rights to cover target groups to access naturaliza�on process equally and equitably. The
easing of administra�ve hurdles at district level could lead to more reduc�ons in statelessness. 

In Viet Nam, efforts to reduce statelessness, combined with poten�al legal reform and the prepara�on for
possible accession to the statelessness conven�ons, provide ground for more progress. 

Thailand’s Educa�on for All policy s�pulates that all school-aged children can access educa�on. UNHCR and
partners support the enrolment of urban refugee children in public schools. 

On the Thai-Myanmar border, UNHCR will con�nue to coordinate with the Ministry of Interior, IOM, Catholic
Office for Emergency Relief and Refugees, Humanity and Inclusion, and the Commi�ee for Coordina�on of
Services to Displaced Persons in Thailand and its member NGOs. 

For urban and Rohingya people of concern, UNHCR will con�nue to work with the Government and NGOs to
try to improve the protec�on space. The urban refugee and statelessness programmes are managed by
implemen�ng partners Catholic Office for Emergency Relief and Refugees and Adven�st Development and
Relief Agency, respec�vely. 

In Viet Nam, UNHCR’s main partner is the Ministry of Jus�ce, while in Cambodia it engages with the refugee
department, as well as implemen�ng partner Jesuit Refugee Service, on issues pertaining to refugees and
asylum-seekers. 

UNHCR will con�nue to engage with people of concern, as well as concerned UN agencies, key human rights
and humanitarian NGOs, community-based organiza�ons, and the diploma�c community. The Office will also
con�nue to engage with the private sector to raise funds and mobilise other support. 
The effec�ve closure of Thailand’s borders through most of 2020 has heavily affected the tourism-dependent
economy. Thailand is under an emergency decree due to the pandemic, which con�nues into 2021. 

On the Thai-Myanmar border, delays in voluntary repatria�on are an�cipated, as are increased risks resul�ng
from more stringent restric�ons on freedom of movement, gender-based violence, substance abuse and child
neglect. 

The pandemic resulted in the loss of informal livelihood opportuni�es and significant challenges in mee�ng
basic needs among people of concern living in urban areas.

Key priori�es
In 2021, UNHCR will focus on:



Pursuing and delivering mul�ple solu�ons for the refugee popula�on in the nine border camps, as well
as core mandate protec�on ac�vi�es.
Suppor�ng the Government in its phased transi�on towards implemen�ng the na�onal screening
mechanism for people of concern to UNHCR in urban areas, while improving the protec�on space with
increased focus on community-based protec�on and promo�ng alterna�ves to deten�on.
Contribu�ng to the protec�on and reduc�on of stateless persons in Thailand, in line with pledges from
the Government.
Suppor�ng the Viet Nam Government’s statelessness iden�fica�on and reduc�on ac�vi�es, as well as
preven�on of statelessness in Cambodia, by strengthening the country’s civil registra�on law and policy.
Pursuing mul�ple solu�ons for Myanmar refugees, to substan�ally reduce the number of displaced
persons during the next four years.


