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Budgets and Expenditure in Subregion La�n America

People of Concern - 2021 [projected]
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Refugees
329 805

Asylum-seekers
1 258 414

IDPs
8 603 590

Returned refugees
50 100

Stateless
417

Others of concern
1 850 250

Venezuelans displaced abroad
4 132 171
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Opera�onal environment
BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
Popula�on ou�lows from the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela are expected to resume once COVID-19-related restric�ons ease, with irregular
movements towards La�n America and the Caribbean increasing while borders remain closed. Many Venezuelans who returned to the country
during the pandemic have stated their inten�on to leave the country again in 2021. UNHCR plans to step up assistance inside Venezuela for
returnees and host communi�es in need, while strengthening protec�on and shelter/energy/non-food item cluster leadership and delivery.
UNHCR will con�nue to co-lead (with IOM) the inter-agency response to implement the Regional Refugee and Migrant Response Plan across 17
countries, as well as providing technical support to governmental coordina�on as part of the Quito Process—an ini�a�ve of several La�n American
countries that seeks to harmonize domes�c policies in receiving countries. 
  
NORTH OF CENTRAL AMERICA 
Poli�cal fragility compounded with the impact of the pandemic will likely result in addi�onal forced displacement in the north of Central America.
Violence and persecu�on from criminal gangs in El Salvador and Honduras, combined with increased restric�ons on border movements to the
north, will cause more internal displacement, with projected numbers at around 400,000 IDPs. Border restric�ons implemented during the
pandemic have led people take even more dangerous routes in search of safety. Support to the Regional Comprehensive Protec�on and Solu�ons
Framework for Central America and Mexico (MIRPS) and the implementa�on of na�onal plans will be key for UNHCR in the region, as well as
working with the Organiza�on of American States (OAS) to expand the MIRPS support pla�orm. 
  
COLOMBIA 
It is expected that new displacements will con�nue within and from Colombia in areas controlled or disputed by irregular armed groups in line
previous years - approximately 100,000 people annually. Nearly 20,000 Colombians were affected by large group displacements in 2020 alone,
and displacement and COVID-19-related confinement created new humanitarian needs in several regions. As local and na�onal authori�es cope
with the a�ermath of the pandemic, coordinated efforts will be required to ensure monitoring and emergency response, community
empowerment, and solu�ons through land legaliza�ons and public policies for IDP integra�on aligned with implementa�on of the Peace
Agreement signed by the Colombian Government and Revolu�onary Armed Forces of Colombia—People's Army, or FARC (per the acronym in
Spanish). UNHCR will con�nue to co-lead the protec�on cluster (with Norwegian Refugee Council). 
  
NICARAGUA 
As many as 45,000 people are expected to arrive to Costa Rica and Panama in 2021 from Nicaragua. Nicaragua’s na�onal elec�ons, slated for
November 2021, are likely to exacerbate the complex sociopoli�cal and human rights situa�on. An economic downturn and a poten�al health
sector collapse following the pandemic are addi�onal elements in an�cipa�ng the increase in displaced Nicaraguans in the coming year. Capacity
within Costa Rica, where over 100,000 Nicaraguans already have sought refuge, is stretched. UNHCR will support social protec�on programmes,
as well as food security, livelihoods and shelter through cash assistance as well as providing health insurance for especially vulnerable asylum-
seekers and refugees.
In 2021, the socioeconomic impact of the pandemic is expected to have nega�ve consequences on the broader protec�on environment across the
region. Compounded with increased border controls reducing access to territory and regular stay (including asylum), and public fa�gue and
xenophobic sen�ments, there may also be challenges to the inclusion of people of concern into na�onal welfare systems. Temporary suspensions
or delays in refugee status determina�on proceedings will further strain na�onal asylum systems. The post-pandemic socioeconomic crisis will
also dispropor�onately impact workers in the informal sector and the self-employed, affec�ng the majority of UNHCR´s popula�ons of concern.

Strategy: Response and implementa�on
Taking into account the impact of the pandemic on the socioeconomic fabric in La�n America, UNHCR will adopt a two-fold strategy, priori�zing
the provision of life-saving assistance and protec�on to refugees, as well as inclusion into na�onal systems and labour markets. Par�cular
a�en�on will be paid to the most vulnerable who have lost their income as a result of the pandemic.  Opera�ons will also provide life-saving
assistance in the areas of health, water, sanita�on and hygeine, core relief items, emergency shelter and use of mul�purpose cash assistance via
transfers or vouchers, especially in border areas and urban environments with a large popula�on of displaced people. Protec�on interven�ons will
focus on access to quality refugee status determina�on, biometric registra�on and referrals to services according to needs, as well as enhanced
community outreach. The priori�za�on of life-saving assistance will go hand in hand with efforts to find long-term solu�ons by fostering
coopera�on with a wide array of actors, including local authori�es and the private sector, to provide livelihood opportuni�es and promote
inclusion into na�onal protec�on systems.   In this regard, comba�ng the increasing xenophobic sen�ment across the region will remain a clear
priority. 



2021 Budget for La�n America | USD

Opera�on
Pillar 1 

Refugee programme
Pillar 2 

Stateless programme
Pillar 3 

Reintegra�on projects
Pillar 4 

IDP projects
Total

Argen�na Mul�-Country Office 35,000,000 0 0 0 35,000,000

Brazil 33,000,000 0 0 0 33,000,000

Colombia 69,196,622 0 0 14,540,928 83,737,550

Costa Rica 27,000,000 0 0 0 27,000,000

Ecuador 58,470,744 0 0 0 58,470,744

Guatemala 33,725,655 0 0 0 33,725,655

Honduras 110,000 0 0 19,163,913 19,273,913

Mexico 61,481,693 0 0 0 61,481,693

Panama Mul�-Country Office 25,694,349 0 0 18,639,280 44,333,629

Peru 55,000,000 0 0 0 55,000,000

Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) 50,244,449 0 0 0 50,244,449

Total 448,923,513 0 0 52,344,120 501,267,633


