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Plan Overview

Opera�onal environment
The enactment of the na�onal refugee law in Djibou� in 2017 ensures a favorable protec�on environment for
refugees and enables them to enjoy fundamental rights, including access to social services and opportuni�es
for self-reliance. The law also provides the basis for the socio-economic integra�on of refugees in the country,
including enrolment in the na�onal educa�on system. A�er the signature in 2019 of a long-awaited tripar�te
agreement with the Ministry of Social Affairs and WFP on the inclusion of refugees in the social protec�on
system, refugees and asylum-seekers have been enrolled in public health insurance, following a profiling
exercise. This will con�nue to benefit refugees in 2021 as part of the local inclusion agenda. 
  
In 2021, UNHCR will con�nue to work with key stakeholders to consolidate the comprehensive refugee
response framework (CRRF) and strengthen the humanitarian-development nexus. In line with the mul�-year
mul�-partner strategy, partnerships with a diverse range of stakeholders will be priori�zed to address both
immediate issues and long-term objec�ves in the refugee response. UNHCR will con�nue to ac�vely engage
Government authori�es, donors, UN agencies, private sector en��es and NGOs to achieve common
objec�ves in line with the CRRF approach and development priori�es. 
  
UNHCR will ac�vely par�cipate in the UN Country Team coordina�on mee�ngs, strengthening partnerships
with agencies such as UNICEF, FAO, WHO, UNFPA and UNDP to ensure refugee access to quality educa�on,
water, sanita�on and hygiene, health and nutri�on. 
  
The COVID-19 pandemic, which impacted refugees, asylum-seekers and na�onals alike had a destabilizing
effect on the work of implemen�ng partners, limi�ng their ability to assist refugees and asylum-seekers. This
will likely con�nue in 2021 due to ongoing COVID-19 preven�on measures and UNHCR will con�nue to focus
on COVID-19 preparedness and response, as well as address the social-economic effects of the pandemic. 
  
The Tigray emergency in Ethiopia that broke out in 2020 has resulted in displacement of Ethiopians in the
region. In Djibou�, although no refugees from the Tigray region have been received, UNHCR and the
Government have registered a total of 188 Ethiopians of Tigray origin who are stranded in Djibou� and have
been granted asylum as refugees sur place. Preparedness and response measures will con�nue to be in place
to respond to any refugee influx into Djibou�. 

Key priori�es
In 2021, UNHCR will focus on:

Strengthening the refugee status determina�on procedure in Djibou� in close coordina�on with the
Government.
Ensuring access to public services such as health care, educa�on and employment opportuni�es on the
same basis as na�onals.
Reinforcing the socio-economic integra�on of refugees in Djibou� including securing opportuni�es for
self-reliance.


