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Subregion: South East Asia

| Bangladesh | Brunei Darussalam | Cambodia | Indonesia |Lao People’s Democratic Republic | Malaysia | Mongolia | Myanmar | Philippines |
Singapore | Thailand | Timor-Leste | Viet Nam |
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Budgets and Expenditure in Subregion South East Asia
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Working environment

In 2019, UNHCR'’s response in South-East Asia continued to be dominated by the situation of over 700,000 Rohingya refugees who fled violence
in Rakhine State, Myanmar, to Bangladesh in 2017. UNHCR continued to address the humanitarian needs of refugees in Bangladesh while also
working with UNDP to begin improving conditions for the communities that remain in Rakhine State. The needs of Rohingyas in Bangladesh and
Myanmar are likely to remain immense in 2020. As a result, there is a risk that refugees will continue making dangerous crossings, either overland
or by sea, to other countries in the sub-region.

Progress towards solutions for refugees from other parts of Myanmar continued in 2019, with several hundred voluntarily returning from
Thailand. Long-standing resettlement patterns have changed, with UNHCR'’s regional policy emphasizing individual, rather than group, referrals
based on specific needs and vulnerability. Significant efforts are also being made to enhance refugee access to education and legal employment.

In 2020, UNHCR will advocate for regional support for solutions to the Myanmar situation, seeking a range of solutions for refugees in Thailand
and further improvements to conditions in Rakhine State. UNHCR will continue to engage regional mechanisms, such as the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and Bali Process, for such support and to prepare for any continued or onward movement of refugees to other
countries in the region.

While only three countries in the sub-region are signatories to the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, most countries respect the
principle of non-refoulement. In 2020, UNHCR will continue to build on this positive practice by formalizing temporary stay arrangements in
countries in the region, including, as a first step, joint registration of refugees and asylum-seekers with relevant governments. This is coupled with
efforts to decrease detention rates and improve access to education, health care and employment opportunities.

Addressing statelessness, including through increasing civil registration and access to identity documentation, preventing statelessness and
realizing the right to a nationality remain key strategic priorities for UNHCR in the region. At the end of 2018, States in South-East Asia hosted
over 55% (2,130,853) of the total number of reported stateless persons (3,851,983) globally.

With UNHCR's support, Cambodia, the Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam continue to take important steps to address statelessness. Cambodia is
reforming civil registration laws, which will contribute to the identification and prevention of statelessness. The Philippines has a National Action
Plan (NAP) to end statelessness by 2024 and is working towards accession to the 1961 Convention. In Thailand, some 100,000 people have
received nationality since 2008. Thailand has also implemented progressive measures to protect basic rights of stateless persons, particularly
access to public education, employment and some access to local health services. Viet Nam is revising its laws and policies on nationality and
conducting research on accession to the 1954 and 1961 Statelessness Conventions.

UNHCR will continue to support the ASEAN Commission on the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Women and Children (ACWC) in
developing a plan of activities with a view to increasing civil registration coverage and realizing the right to a nationality of women and children in
ASEAN. UNHCR will also seek collaboration with the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights (AICHR) in these areas. UNHCR
and the Regional Support Office of the Bali Process have supported the development of a Civil Registration Assessment Toolkit, which helps States
assess and improve their national civil registration systems in order to incorporate and provide basic protection for hard-to-reach and marginalized
population groups such as refugees, asylum-seekers, stateless persons, persons of undetermined nationality and undocumented persons. The
Toolkit is being piloted in Thailand and Pakistan.

Birth registration will be promoted across the region to prevent statelessness, particularly with governments and development partners working
towards the goals set out in the ‘Asian and Pacific civil registration and vital statistics decade 2015-2024’ and the sustainable development goal of
providing legal identity for all by 2030. In 2020, UNHCR will support the organization of the Second Ministerial Conference on Civil Registration
and Vital Statistics (CRVS) in Asia and the Pacific to ensure that populations of concern are included. In collaboration with the Peter McMullin
Centre on Statelessness in Melbourne University and academic and research institutions, UNHCR will continue to enhance networks of
statelessness scholars in the region, while also further developing partnerships with civil society organizations committed to resolving
statelessness in the region.

Response in 2020

UNHCR’s operations in Bangladesh, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar and Thailand are presented in separate country pages.

In the three 1951 Convention signatory countries—Cambodia, the Philippines and Timor Leste—UNHCR will continue to provide training and
other asylum support for government officials in these countries as well as in Mongolia and Sri Lanka. Additionally, in the Philippines, UNHCR will
continue to build the protection capacity of local actors for IDPs in Mindanao and support the emergency transit mechanism for the temporary
relocation of individuals being permanently resettled to other countries.

In the Philippines, UNHCR will provide technical and material support to strengthen the government inter-agency initiative to identify, reduce and
prevent statelessness through the NAP. The Government of the Philippines has pledged to enhance frameworks to ensure that stateless persons
will have full access to rights as guaranteed by the 1954 Convention and, with UNHCR technical support, to work towards acceding to the 1961



Convention.

In Cambodia, UNHCR will support the Government in its efforts to implement a national asylum system, through capacity building. It will aim to
facilitate an increase in refugees’ access to rights, as well as their inclusion in national systems. Additionally, prevention of statelessness will be
supported through the capacity building and training of government officials involved in civil registration activities.

In Viet Nam, UNHCR will continue to invest in the continuing progress being made to address statelessness in terms of reductions, legislative
reform, and possible accession to the 1954 and 1961 Statelessness Conventions through the implementation of a project with the Ministry of
Justice, as well as provision of technical support to develop a Strategic Plan and Analysis to address statelessness.

2020 Budget for South East Asia | USD

Pillar 1 Pillar 2 Pillar 3 Pillar 4

Operation Refugee programme  Stateless programme Reintegration projects IDP projects
Bangladesh 308,670,324 0 0 0 308,670,324
Indonesia 6,875,981 361,577 0 0 7,237,557
Malaysia 22,258,740 873,100 0 0 23,131,840
Myanmar 5,333,631 27,178,950 0 12,413,948 44,926,529
Philippines 666,236 392,433 0 2,599,349 3,658,017
Thailand Multi-Country Office 18,639,328 1,232,395 0 0 19,871,723




