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Budgets and Expenditure in Subregion South-West Asia

People of Concern - 2019 [projected]
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Operational Environment
2019 will mark the 40  year since the start of large-scale displacement and today Afghans still remain the largest refugee population of concern to

UNHCR in Asia and the Pacific. There are some 1.4 million Afghan refugees hosted by Pakistan and close to 1 million by the Islamic Republic of

Iran. Both countries also host large numbers of undocumented Afghans, some of whom may also need international protection. 

  

In the past four decades, the Islamic Republics of Iran and Pakistan have been generously hosting Afghans refugees and undocumented people.

The Solutions Strategy for Afghan Refugees (SSAR) serves as an enabling multilateral platform for consensus-building, strengthening existing

partnership and engaging new actors. Mobilizing resources and political support for Afghan refugees is increasingly challenged by other

humanitarian crises around the world. The SSAR will seek to build on these global initiatives and expand partnerships to find solutions to Afghan

displacement. 

  

It is also expected that the international community will take advantage of the Global Compact on Refugees as a game-changer towards solutions

for displacement and mixed flow of Afghans in the region.   To this effect, the Government of Afghanistan officially announced in July 2018 its

decision to join and support the Comprehensive Refugee Response Framework (CRRF) as a country of origin. 

  

A Ministerial Conference on Afghanistan, co-hosted by the Government of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and the United Nations, took place

in Geneva on 28 November 2018. A side-event on People on the Move presented an opportunity to focus specifically on support for refugee

hosting countries, sustainable reintegration of returnees and migration management in the region. 

  

In 2019, Afghanistan and Pakistan will continue with their cooperation under the auspices of the Afghanistan-Pakistan Action Plan for Peace and

Solidarity (APAPPS). 

  

Following the June 2018 elections in Pakistan, the new government has reaffirmed its commitment to solving refugees and immigrants’ issues in

accordance with international humanitarian laws. 

  

In Afghanistan, after the October 2018 parliamentary elections, the operational context will continue to be volatile in 2019 with possible security

challenges related to the presidential elections planned on 20 April. 

  

The economic impact of the sanctions on the Islamic Republic of Iran is likely to exacerbate the situation of vulnerable refugees, as well as local

population.

Response and Implementation
UNHCR remains strongly committed to support the efforts of the Governments of the Islamic Republics of Afghanistan, Iran and Pakistan in

providing protection and seeking solutions for Afghan refugees;

Enhanced support is also sought to help these governments to address mixed flows of Afghans, especially undocumented Afghans, in order

to maintain credible protection space for refugees;

UNHCR is promoting the idea of strengthening the implementation of the SSAR by using tools and follow-up measures in the GCR, with the

Refugee Forum scheduled at the end of 2019 as an important milestone.

UNHCR remains committed to exploring and expanding access to refugee enrolment into cross-border job placement programmes and

increase in diversified livelihoods opportunities; as well as in demand-driven vocational and technical education programs with on the job

training.

Further support to implementation of the inclusive refugee policies of the government of Iran, for refugees to access health-care, health

insurance and education.
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2019 Budget for South-West Asia | USD

Operation
Pillar 1 

Refugee programme

Pillar 2 

Stateless programme

Pillar 3 

Reintegration projects

Pillar 4 

IDP projects
Total

Afghanistan 29,176,984 0 71,184,200 21,344,496 121,705,680

Islamic Republic of Iran 98,916,706 0 0 0 98,916,706

Pakistan 73,015,649 558,163 25,627,856 0 99,201,669

Total 201,109,339 558,163 96,812,056 21,344,496 319,824,055

http://reporting.unhcr.org/node/21525/edit



