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“ The virus does not distinguish between legal status
or nationality. Access to health services should not
depend on citizenship or restrictive visa conditions.
A realistic and practical opportunity for protection
lies in social inclusion and in non-discriminatory
access to education, health and employment.

”

Gillian Triggs

Assistant High Commissioner for Protection
You can read the full press release on Inclusion HERE.

Situational Highlights
According to PAHO/WHO, the
Americas reported 990,000 new
cases of COVID-19 and 17,000
deaths over the past week, bringing
regional totals to 21.4 million cases
and over 600,000 fatalities.
Although the number of cases in
the region represented a
week-on-week rise of 13%, cases
were on the decline throughout
many countries, particularly in
South America. The United States
(with 9.5 million cases), Brazil (with
5.5 million cases), and Argentina
(with 1.2 million cases) continue to
report the region’s highest number
of new cases (with the three nations
accounting for 78% of new cases in
the region) and new deaths

(accounting for 67% of new regional
deaths). Colombia has reported
over 1 million cumulative cases
since the start of the pandemic, with
the weekly number of new cases
remaining stable, at approximately
53,000 new cases and 1,100 deaths
per week. To date, the Venezuelan
Government has recognized the
existence of 95,698 coronavirus
cases, while in Nicaragua, official
sources have reported 5,514
cumulative cases, and 156 deaths.
Tropical Storm Eta tore through
seven countries in Central America,
causing widespred flooding and
mudslides and affecting over 3
million people – many of them in
already-precarious humanitarian

situations. Some 100,000 people
were evacuated as a result of the
storm, which killed at least 73 and
left 167 missing. More than 15,000
people remain in shelters. Given the
elevated risk of outbreaks of
COVID-19 and other contagious
diseases, access to health services
is a major gap. Other protection
risks include the scarcity of water
and food in shelters; communication difficulties resulting from power
outages; shortages of biosecurity
equipment and difficulties in
implementing contagion-prevention
measures; and a lack of specialized
protection services for children,
women and elderly people.

Challenges
Movements across all borders in the Americas are on the rise, despite the fact that many land borders remain closed. Returns to
Venezuela from or through Colombia continue, with Colombian migration authorities reporting 118,000 such crossings since
mid-March. At the same time, the number of people leaving Venezuelan is also on the rise. Many are making the journey on foot and
taking irregular routes to avoid border controls, despite the dangers inherent in such routes.
In light of the uptick in the number of Venezuelans leaving their country for destinations throughout South American, all operations are
stepping up their operational and emergency responses, in coordination with R4V partners. Areas of particular focus include the
analysis of possible scenarios, contingency planning and preparedness action plans.
It is also expected that once borders open, the North of Central America may see an upsurge in northbound movements, fueled by the
economic downturn caused by the pandemic as well as the aftermath of Tropical Storm Eta. UNHCR is closely monitoring the situation
in shelters in Mexico, which have seen an increase in arrivals over recent weeks.

UNHCR’s response in the Americas
Despite the pandemic-related restrictions, UNHCR is working to provide emergency assistance, including safe shelter spaces and cash-based assistance, as well as
to advocate for the inclusion of refugees in national public health responses, social
safety nets and emergency assistance plans. Urgent action is required to help the
most vulnerable refugees and IDPs, particularly those in countries where they are
unable to access state-run social protection schemes. With the coronavirus crisis
exacerbating already dire humanitarian needs globally, timely and flexible support
from governments, the private sector and individuals remains critical. Click HERE
to see an update on UNHCR’s COVID-19 emergency response in the Americas
since March, 2020.
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UPDATES FROM COUNTRIES

Brazil: From 22 to 27 October, 215 Venezuelan refugees and migrants were relocated from the Amazonian city of Manaus to UNHCR-supported
shelters in Sao Paulo, Brasilia, Belo Horizonte and Juiz de Fora. Another 229 people were relocated from the far-northern city of Boa Vista. As
part of the integration program, 19 vulnerable families (totalling 64 individuals) were given cash-based assistance in order to help cover their
basic needs for the initial months immediately following their relocations.
Chile: Since 23 October, UNHCR has provided direct counselling to members of 78 households of recent arrivals to the capital, Santiago, as well
as the border areas of Arica and Antofagasta. Of those households, 71 were Venezuelan nationals, with the rest representing other nationalities.
Over the same period, UNHCR provided refugee and migrant families in dire need with food boxes, as well as cash for rent as well as other basic
household needs, such as gas or communications. UNHCR also helped some 30 refugees and migrants access medical assistance in Arica.
Colombia: The Integrated Assistance Centre in the northern border city of Maicao recently admitted 17 families (totalling 90 individuals), bringing
to 282 the number of people currently housed in the centre. Those admitted had tested negative for COVID-19, and all biosecurity measures
were followed. Additionally, UNHCR provided shelter assistance to 61 people in the southern city of Pasto, near the Ecuadorian border, as well as
six people in nearby Ipiales.
Costa Rica: As part of the collaborative work with the private sector aimed at fostering access to livelihoods for refugees and asylum-seekers, 67
individuals received training from the global financial services and communications company Western Union. These trainings focused on topics
including personal branding, community manager fundamentals, interview preparation and resume writing. In addition, seven adolescents
recently graduated from a training program implemented by Accenture’s Volunteers that aimed to bridge the digital gap and promote creative
thinking.
Ecuador: Over the first five days following its launch, UNHCR Ecuador’s WhatsApp Information Line was accessed by over 1,700 users and it has
sent users approximately 12,120 messages with key information on rights and services in Ecuador. Trending topics include food security; access
to the asylum system and alternative pathways; protection against eviction; support for business owners; and UNHCR and partner organizations'
contacts.
Guyana: Over 60 refugee and migrant students and volunteer teachers participated in a virtual graduation from an English as a Second
Language course aimed at supporting the students’ integration process. Additionally, a series of virtual training sessions on human rights and
support group sessions are being held for sex workers, many of them people of concern to UNHCR. The sessions are part of a cooperative effort
between UNHCR and the Guyana Sex Work Coalition.
Mexico: Forty-two refugees were relocated to the central cities of León and San Luis Potosí as part of a Pilot Relocation and Local Integration
Project. In León, relocated refugees attended activities aimed at helping them join the labour market, understand their housing options, and
streamline enrolment in schools and access to healthcare. The group sent to San Luis Potosí is taking part in induction and local integration
activities, and five individuals have already been given job placement opportunities. Since the beginning of the pandemic, the teams monitoring
local integration of refugees relocated to the northern and central parts of Mexico have supported around 16,700 refugees and asylum seekers.
North of Central America: In response to Tropical Storm Eta, in El Salvador, UNHCR and the Ministry of Culture finalized the distribution of 1,030
biosafety and hygiene kits to indigenous people in the western department of Sonsonate. Communities affected by the storm in and around San
Pedro Sula, Honduras, were provided 880 kits with basic household items (mosquito repellent, towels, buckets, mattresses), 48,000 medical
masks, 10,800 bars of soap, 10,500 individual hygiene kits, 1,224 family food kits, and 150 RHUs, to be used as temporary shelters. In Guatemala,
UNHCR provided hygiene items to authorities in the western city of San Marcos. The items are to be used in the city’s main community market
and the bus terminal to help ensure that both people of concern to UNHCR and the local community are able to access preventative hygiene
measures.
Venezuela: In the Bolivar neighbourhood of Petare, in Caracas, UNHCR supported two rehabilitation projects, one at the local health centre,
which serves a local population of 70,000 people, and the other, at the Francisco Espejo School, aimed at reducing dropout rates by motivating
students and teachers alike. The school’s deputy director reported that after the work was completed, next semester’s enrolment increased by
100 students.

Stories from the field

UNHCR delivers mobile infrastructure to Costa Rica to address the COVID-19 emergency
The executive president of the Costa Rican Social Security Fund, Román Macaya Hayes,
thanked UNHCR for its donation of Refugee Housing Units and stressed that the RHUs are
very necessary in the provision of health services during an emergency or disaster. The
delivery was made directly to the Social Security Fund’s Center for Attention to
Emergencies and Disasters, which will be in charge of deploying the units as needed to
respond to the emergency. "The characteristics of the RHUs allow that, depending on the
type of emergency, they can be deployed to support the different needs that arise," said
Mario Vílchez Madrigal, the Center’s administrative manager. "They are especially adaptable
for the storage of supplies and equipment, they offer a safe environment where they are
protected from rain and sun and other climatic conditions. "To read the full story, click HERE.

Coordination and Response to date
MIRPS

The Working Group on Internal Displacement
held its fourth meeting, during which
delegates from Honduras, El Salvador and
Mexico discussed the challenges they face in
implementing durable solutions for IDPs. The
group concluded that they need strategies
tailored to their particular contexts; that
further national and local leadership and
ownership is necessary; and that planning
should be results-oriented and focused on
promoting the inclusion and the participation
of IDPs.

RMRP

Regional Refugee and Migrant Response Plan (RMRP) for
2021 preparations are on track. The launch will be held on
10 December.
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Don’t miss...
FOUR CITIES THAT WELCOME
REFUGEES... AND SHOW WHY
YOURS SHOULD, TOO.

VISUALIZING DATA TO SHOW
HOW REFUGEES COPE WITH
SHELTER CHALLENGES.

Click HERE to read the article.

Find more HERE

REFUGIARTE:

16 Latin American artists join UNHCR
in giving visibility to the forced
displacement crises afflicting the
region. Click HERE to know more.

REPORT FROM RED CLAMOR –
PIES PARA QUE TE TENGO

UNHCR is supporting Red Clamor, a regional
network made up of different Catholic
organizations, with the launch of their regional
report, entitled “Pies para que te tengo”, which
includes testimonies from some 200 Venezuelan
refugees and migrants.
Click HERE to read the Report
from Red Clamor - “Pies para
que te tengo”

Funding the response
Financial Information

UNHCR AMERICAS - Funding Update

$ 745.1 million

CORONAVIRUS
EMERGENCY

as of 10 November 2020

UNHCR’s financial requirements 20201

$ 611.8 million

UNHCR’s financial requirements 20201
Notes:
1. The financial requirements for The Americas are for the operations in Belize, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, United States of America and Venezuela.
2. The percentage funded (62%) and total funding amount ($376,353,809) are indicative based on the methodology described above. This leaves an
indicative funding gap of $235,484,564 representing 38% of the financial requirements.

While seeking funds to carry out
COVID-19 preventative measures
and response activities, UNHCR
stresses the need for support to
be in addition to the existing critical
funding requirements laid out in
UNHCR’s regular Global Appeal
for 2020. It is vital that the

international community keep
supporting the millions of refugees
and internally displaced people
already living a precarious
existence, for whom already limited
self-reliance opportunities are likely
to shrink further as a result of the
economic impact of the crisis.

Notes:
1. The financial requirements of the Coronavirus Emergency include requirements in Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Armenia, Bangladesh, Belize, Benin,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Côte d'Ivoire, Cyprus, Djibouti,
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Islamic Republic of Iran, Israel,
Jordan, Kenya, Kosovo, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Liberia, Malawi, Malaysia, Mali and Zimbabwe.
2. The percentage funded (63%) and total funding amount ($471,303,321) are indicative based on the methodology described above. This leaves an indicative
funding gap of $273,826,178 representing 37% of the financial requirements.

UNHCR is grateful for the critical and generous support provided by donors to the Coronavirus Emergency Situation globally, and to the Americas, as
well as those who have contributed to UNHCR programmes with unearmarked funding.
Thanks to donors in 2020:

European Union

And to our private donors:
BabyBjorn AB | España con ACNUR | Fondation Chanel FUNDAÇÃO ITAÚ PARA EDUCAÇÃO E CULTURA | Latter-day Saints Charities |
Major League Baseball Players Trust (MLBPT) | Private donors Australia | Private donor Brazil | Private donors China | Private donors France |
Private donors Germany | Private donors Italy | Private donors Japan | Private donors Lebanon | Private donors Mexico | Private donors Spain |
Private donors Republic of Korea | Private donors United Kingdom | Private donors USA | UNO-Fleuechtlingshilfe | UNILEVER | USA for UNHCR
For more information, contact: Sonia Giannone - Senior Donor Relations Officer - giannone@unhcr.org | Sonia Aguilar - Reporting Officer - aguilars@unhcr.org |
For media requests: Olga Sarrado - Comms/PI Officer - sarrado@unhcr.org | Sibylla Brodzinsky - Regional Communication/Public Information Officer - brodzins@unhcr.org

