AMERICAS COVID-19

RESPONSE UPDATE

¢ Even with patchy statistics, there is evidence - often
anecdotal or from field reports - suggesting that
COVID-19’s lockdowns, economic hardship and closed
or restricted borders have exacerbated the
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often-intertwined problems of trafficking and sexual

abuse. Movement curbs and restricted services may
confine victims, limiting their ability to escape or
speak out. Deepening poverty forces some to beg or
engage in survival sex to sustain their families.??

You can read the full article HERE.

— Situational Highlights

The Americas continue to shoulder
the world’s heaviest burden of
COVID-19, with the region accoun-
ting for over 38% of the total of new
cases reported globally in the past
days. However, the region reported
a 22% decrease in the number of
new deaths over the same period.
According to WHO, seven of the 12
countries reporting the highest
numbers of new cases are in the
Americas: United States of America
(with 7 million cases), Brazil (4.7
million), Colombia (806,000), Peru
(800,000), Mexico (726,000),
Argentina (702,000 cases) and
Chile (457,000). The decrease in

Gillian Triggs

UNHCR Assistant High Commissioner for Protection

the number of deaths in the region
was largely driven by a fall in the
number of deaths in Colombia,
Mexico, Ecuador and Bolivia. In
Argentina, the number of new
cases has spiraled rapidly, with
40% of tests for the illness coming
back positive in recent weeks.
Venezuela has reported 71,940
cases and 600 deaths. Panama is
reporting more than 110,000 cases,
and, with over 3,200 deaths,
Guatemala is the country with most
coronavirus fatalities in Central
America. According to the latest
epidemiological update from the
Pan American Health Organization,
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or PAHO, 60,458 confirmed cases
of COVID-19 have been recorded
among pregnant women in 14
countries throughout the region. Of
those cases, 485 — or a bit under 1%
- led to deaths, according to PAHO.
Among indigenous populations in
nine Latin American countries as
well as the United States and
Canada, 120,593 confirmed cases
and 2,639 deaths were reported as
of 26 August.

Asylum applications are on the rise
in Mexico, with 26,255 claims as of
18 September. Peru, which
launched a remote application
system last June, has registered

30,280 asylum claims. As of end
August, Panama received 600 new
asylum applications — down from
the previous year. In Uruguay, 91
asylum claims were received from
24 August to 18 September. In
Costa Rica, appointments for
registering new asylum claims have
been pushed back to December,
2020.

— Challenges

As several countries are easing mobility restrictions, and borders are progressively reopening, increased movements across borders
have been lately reported. Following the opening of borders of Guatemala and El Salvador (18 and 21 September), increasing mixed
movements were noted, especially on the route between lzabal (border with Honduras) and Peten (border with Mexico). The
Guatemalan Migration Institute informed that in the two days after borders were opened, 4,307 people entered the country. In
addition, large groups of people have departed Honduras for the Guatemalan border on 30 September. Further such movements in
the near future are likely.

According to Migracion Colombia, 108,058 people returned to Venezuela from or through Colombia as of 20 September. And
although the border between Venezuela and Brazil remains closed, 153 Venezuelans exited through the Brazilian border town of
Pacaraima between 17 and 23 September, bringing the total of returns there since March to 3,625. Meanwhile, outflows from
Venezuela are also on the rise, despite closed borders. According to data gathered by UNHCR and partners in Venezuela, the number
of people crossing to Colombia was up sharply, with around 200 people leaving Venezuela as of 22 September. Seventy per cent of
those who made the crossing did so on foot. With pandemic-related restrictions on movement lifted in Ecuador, Venezuelans appear
to be regarding the Andean nation as an easier place to make a living than neighboring Colombia, where restrictions remain in place.
UNHCR is stepping up its presence along both official and non-official border crossings in the region to respond to the needs of those
on the move.

The COVID-19 pandemic has had severe ramifications for those forcibly displaced. The economic impact of the outbreak has left many
Venezuelans unemployed and homeless, pushing them deeper into poverty — which is, of course, one of the main drivers of sexual
exploitation and trafficking. This, coupled with disruptions to schooling, has left children exposed to exploitation and abuse. Many
youths have been forced into child labour or childhood sexual exploitation in a bid to help sustain their families. Border restrictions
aimed at curbing the spread of the virus have also funneled many people desperately seeking safety toward irregular border
crossings.

Data from the Colombian government shows that in just the first four months of 2020, authorities had already identified a 20% rise in
trafficking involving foreign nationals, compared with the total for the entirety of 2019. In over half of those cases, sexual exploitation
was the ultimate goal of the trafficking.

A study by the World Council of Credit Unions shows that 82% of Venezuelan refugees and migrants in the Ecuadorian cities of Quito
and Guayaquil, as well as 86% in the Peruvian capita, Lima, do not have access to financial services. This makes it more difficult for
them to respond to the economic distress brought on by the pandemic.



https://news.trust.org/item/20201001163233-fvhbu
https://reliefweb.int/report/ecuador/proyecto-de-inclusi-n-econ-mica-estudio-de-inclusi-n-financiera-de-refugiados-y
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£ E ' cy assistance, including safe shelter spaces and cash-based assistance, as well as
‘ to advocate for the inclusion of refugees in national public health responses, social
safety nets and emergency assistance plans. Urgent action is required to help the
most vulnerable refugees and IDPs, particularly those in countries where they are
unable to access state-run social protection schemes. With the coronavirus crisis
exacerbating already dire humanitarian needs globally, timely and flexible support
from governments, the private sector and individuals remains critical. Click HERE
to see an update on UNHCR’s COVID-19 emergency response in the Americas
since March, 2020.

o . . . UPDATES FROM COUNTRIES
(Please note that the list is not exhaustive and mostly reflects the reporting period.)
Brazil: Twenty-three Venezuelan indigenous refugees and migrants remain isolated in a health centre set up in in the Amazonian city of Boa
Vista following a COVID-19 testing campaign at an indigenous shelter in the border town of Pacaraima. An additional 85 people were hospitali-
zed in the care area. Since the centre opened, 3,034 patients have received some sort of medical assistance there.

Colombia: UNHCR's Integrated Assistance Centre in the northern border city of Maicao reopened its doors to new entries, following six months
- of lockdown as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Following extensive medical exams, 12 vulnerable Venezuelan families were admitted to a

centre, which during the lockdown was only serving those families who were already staying there. As an additional preventive measure, the
newly admitted families will remain in isolation for 14 days.

Mexico: UNHCR distributed more than 80,000 school kits to children and teens in pre-primary, primary and secondary schools in the states of
I@I Chiapas, Tabasco, Veracruz, Oaxaca and Baja California. The donation — which was made in coordination with the national Ministry of Education,
the Chiapas Ministry of Education and school principals — is part of a strategy aimed at promoting refugee children’s access to education, as well
as peaceful coexistence between communities. Read more HERE.

—== affected by the COVID-19 crisis. In Guatemala, two Refugee Housing Units, or RHUs, were set up in the Las Cruces Health Centre, in the northern
7% Peten region, and the Ayutla Health Centre, in the southwestern town of San Marcos. The RHUs will be used for conducting COVID-19 testing
- among locals as well as refugees and migrants passing through the areas. In Honduras, UNCHR and partners distributed 500 hygiene kits and
2,448 bars of soap in seven at-risk communities in Tegucigalpa, assisting approximately 3,000 people.

I I Peru: Since the start of the pandemic, over 32,450 people have been given cash to help them meet basic needs, such as food, housing or

. North of Central America: In El Salvador, 1,030 hygiene kits were delivered to the Ministry of Culture for distribution to indigenous people
(o

medication, through UNHCR’s partners, Aldeas Infantiles, Caritas, Encuentros and HIAS. Additionally, over 1,000 refugees and migrants have
been provided shelter, and over 168,160 food rations were distributed in 14 UNHCR-supported shelters, hotels and temporary centres in
Arequipa, Lima, Tacna and Tumbes.

P~ Southern Cone: As part of the Cities of Solidarity Initiative, UNHCR has organized meetings with officials from 21 cities in Argentina and 9 cities
o in Uruguay to share information on ongoing activities; discuss common challenges; and identify opportunities to impact in policies and
> programmes aimed at helping people of concern integrate, socioeconomically, in the wake of the pandemic. The meetings resulted in the
creation of two networks to complement efforts and maximize effectiveness.

Trinidad and Tobago: By the end of August, 172 vulnerable individuals were granted cash transfers. Eighty-three percent of applicants reported
N not being able to meet their basic needs; 78% said that either they or someone in their household had been forced to reduce their food intake;
and 39% reported facing eviction or homelessness.

§ Venezuela: In coordination with partner Fundacién Vivienda Popular, UNHCR organized six entrepreneurship workshops in communities in El
Junquito, the Capital District, and Petare, Miranda, for more than 100 community members who, having lost their jobs during the national
lockdown, have been forced to pivot to running their own small, informal businesses to survive.

— Coordination and Response to date

MIRPS announced concrete contributions to the MIRPS — with Spain pledging to provide
Representatives of several UN member states, international financial institutions, assistance in asylum capacity; Canada offering resettlement support; and the
academics and civil society expressed their solidarity with people forced to flee European Union supporting development projects. The Inter-American

Central America and called for stronger cooperation and broader international Development Bank renewed its focus on the countries of origin and transit, and
backing for a regional framework to address forced displacement in the region the United States reaffirmed its offer of financial resources. Representatives of
during a high-level event on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly on 23 academia and civil society reiterated their commitments to give more visibility to
September. The event, led by Spain, brought together stakeholders and forced displacement in Central America. The government of Canada undersco-
supporters to discuss the path forward in generating more international support red its commitment to supporting Central America and expressed its interest in
for the MIRPS countries. assuming the next presidency of the MIRPS Support Platform when Spain’s
Participants reiterated their promise to make a meaningful impact in the lives of tenure comes to an end in 2021. Read High Commissioner Filippo Grandi’s

those forcibly displaced by violence and persecution, as well as their hosts, and speech here.


https://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/UNHCR_COVID_Americas_June%20200720.pdf
https://www.acnur.org/noticias/press/2020/9/5f612ec64/familias-en-localidades-de-mexico-reciben-utiles-escolares-a-traves-de.html.
https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2020/10/5f6929854/covid-19-pandemic-roils-latin-america-venezuelans-face-wave-evictions.html
https://www.acnur.org/prot/hc_speeches/5f6b6ea74/el-pacto-mundial-sobre-los-refugiados-y-el-desplazamiento-forzado-en-centroamerica.html
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Quito Process Meeting
The VI Meeting on Human Mobility and Venezuelan citizens for Latin America Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Guyana, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru,
and the Caribbean took place on 23 and 24 September and adopted the Quito Dominican Republic, and Uruguay.
Declaration (Santiago de Chile chapter). Countries agreed to strengthen the The Group of Friends of the Process, which is composed of Switzerland, the
protection of the rights of children; work towards family reunification; strengthen United States, Spain, Germany, Canada and the European Union, will include
the National Refugee Commissions; reinforce coordination among the regional with new members, including Netherlands, Inter American Development Bank
network of Support Spaces; and promote socio-economic integration. Peru will (IADB) and France.
assume the presidency of the Quito Process as of 27 November. The Quito The Declaration of Santiago was signed by 13 member States. To read the
Process includes the following countries: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, declaration click HERE.
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Funding the response

Financial Information

UNHCR AMERICAS - Funding Update

THE AMERICAS Total C°""ibt'_‘ed or pledged FUNDING (AS OF 25 SEPTEMBER)
to the COVID-19 appeal: epge
2 of 29 September 2020 USD 464M USD 745 million
Including: requested for UNHCR’s COVID-19
60% R ved United States $186.3M response globally until
) Efr;nayr:sdmm o Germany $62.7M the end of the year
funded
M Softly earmarked (indicative allocation) European Union $50.0M
B Unearmarked (indicative allocation) United Kingdom $26.9M
oppe Funding gap (indicative) Japan $23.9M
$ 611‘8 mll_llon “ African Development $18.3M
UNHCR’s financial requirements 20201 Bank Funding Gap,
Notes: Private donors $16.4M 38%
1. The financial requirements for The Americas are for the operations in Belize, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, EI Sa\va:or, Guate‘mala, Honduras, Mexico, P;ru, T:nid;d and Tobago, United States of America and Vene;uela. ’ Denmark . $14'6M 284
2. The percentage funded (60%) and total funding amount ($366,954,338) are indicative based on the methodology described above. This leaves an United Nations $10.0M il
indicative funding gap of $244,884,035 representing 40% of the financial requirements. Foundation miliion
. . . . . CERF $6.9M
While seeking funds to carry out international community keep Canada $6.4M
COVID-19 preventative measures supporting the millions of refugees ggﬂﬁ!ﬁfm Cannot Wait 2‘-’;% Pledged and Recorded
and response activities, UNHCR and internally displaced people Qatar Charity $3.5M 62%
stresses the need for support to already living a precarious Spain $3.4M 464 million
. . . s . — France $3.4M
be in addition to the existing critical ~ existence, for whom already limited Ireland $3.3M
funding requirements laid out in self-reliance opportunities are likely Sweden $3.0M
, . Sony Corporation $2.9M
UNHCR'’s regular Global Appeal to shrink further as a result of the Austria $2.5M
for 2020. It is vital that the economic impact of the crisis. Finland $2.4M

UNHCR is grateful for the critical and generous support provided by donors to the Coronavirus Emergency Situation globally, and to the Americas, as
well as those who have contributed to UNHCR programmes with unearmarked funding.

Thanks to donors in 2020:
FONDATION
CHANEL
European Union
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And to our private donors:

BabyBjorn AB | Espafia con ACNUR | Latter-day Saints Charities | Major League Baseball Players Trust (MLBPT) | Private donors Australia |
Private donor Brazil | Private donors China | Private donors France | Private donors Germany | Private donors Italy | Private donors Japan |
Private donors Mexico | Private donors Spain | Private donors Republic of Korea | Private donors United Kingdom | Private donors USA |
UNO-Fleuechtlingshilfe | USA for UNHCR
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For more information, contact: Sonia Giannone - Senior Donor Relations Officer - giannone@unhcr.org | Sonia Aguilar - Reporting Officer - aguilars@unhcr.org |
For media requests: Olga Sarrado - Comms/PI Officer - sarrado@unhcr.org | Sibylla Brodzinsky - Regional Communication/Public Information Officer - brodzins@unhcr.org


https://minrel.gob.cl/minrel/site/artic/20200925/asocfile/20200925172621/ppt_chile_declaracion_conjunta__vi_reunion__santiago__24septvf.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/ACNUR/posts/3774524895891026
https://www.acnur.org/noticias/historia/2020/9/5f6a8b9b4/al-final-del-dia-todos-estamos-buscando-exactamente-lo-mismo-la-estabilidad.html
https://youtu.be/G6mSngos678
https://www.unhcr.org/2020-unhcr-annual-consultations-with-ngos/
https://www.unhcr.org/2020-unhcr-annual-consultations-with-ngos/



