
As of the end of September, the 
Americas reported 1.5 million new 
weekly COVID-19 infections and over 
26,000 related deaths – more than 
any other region globally, according 
to PAHO/WHO. While most countries 
in Central and South America – 
except Belize - saw a decrease in 
infections, COVID-19 deaths are up 
in Brazil, Ecuador, and Peru.
 
More than a billion COVID-19 
vaccines doses have been adminis-
tered in the region, meaning that 35 
per cent of the population of Latin 
America and the Caribbean has 
been fully vaccinated. However, 
vaccine coverage is far from uniform. 
Canada, Chile, Uruguay and Puerto 

Rico have fully vaccinated over 70 
per cent of their populations, while 
10 countries in the region have yet to 
reach 20 per cent. In Haiti, fewer 
than 1 per cent of people have been 
protected thus far.
  
In general, refugees, asylum-seekers 
and the displaced population are 
included in national vaccination 
plans. UNHCR supported the second 
round of vaccination against 
COVID-19 for non-indigenous 
refugees and migrants living in Boa 
Vista, Brazil, which allowed some 
440 people to receive their second 
dose. In Colombia, 40,718 Venezue-
lan refugees and migrants were 
vaccinated as of September.

Despite restrictive border measures aimed at slowing the spread of the coronavirus, which are still in place in many countries 
throughout the Americas, the region is seeing unprecedented numbers of people on the move in mixed population flows. Reports of 
rising xenophobia and intensifying tensions in areas that are playing host to large numbers of refugees are growing ever more 
frequent.

Across the region,  people in mixed movements, in particular from Haiti, are placing an additional burden on border areas already 
coping with trans-regional displacement in large numbers.  About 90,000 people have already crossed the Darien jungle region, on 
their way to Central America and the United States, with Panamanian authorities warning that those numbers could rise further.  
People are continuing to flee Venezuela, even as Venezuelans in places such as Chile or Peru are heading back toward Ecuador as 
job o�ers dry up and opportunities for integration become increasingly scarce.

More than a dozen UN agencies, including UNHCR, called on states to refrain from expelling Haitians without first properly 
assessing their individual grounds for asylum. The Joint Special Representative of UNHCR and IOM for Venezuelan refugees and 
migrants, Eduardo Stein, called on the Chilean government and society at large to respond clearly and unequivocally to recent 
attacks targeting Venezuelans in the country’s border region. 

Despite restrictive policies still in place along many borders, e�orts to provide regular stays continue to elicit positive results. 
Colombia is continuing to put into put into place its Temporary Protection Status, with over 1.28M people already pre-registered and 
bio-metric registration ongoing. 

We see — from our very specific perspective — how 
the failure to deal equitably with the pandemic has 
left us in a world divided between inoculated and 
exposed, with disastrous consequences for people on 
the margins of society. Those working in informal 
sectors, as refugees do, were the first to lose their 
jobs, and poverty rates skyrocketed.
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Situational HighlightsSituational Highlights

Operational ContextOperational Context

Filippo Grandi
UN High Commissioner for Refugees

You can read the press release about the 72nd session of the Executive 
Committee of High Commissioner’s Programme HERE. 
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The Costa Rican Social Security 
Fund announced that both 
asylum-seekers and migrants, 
regardless of their immigration 
status, would be eligible to receive 
COVID-19 vaccinations.

Health authorities in the Mexican 
state of Chiapas, on the country’s 
southern border, are conducting a 
campaign to provide people in mixed 
movements with COVID-19 vaccina-
tions.

Amid the prolonged pandemic and 
sluggish socio-economic recovery, 
the situation of women in Latin 
America has worsened, the ECLAC 
alerted.

Consequences of UnderfundingConsequences of Underfunding
Unrestricted cash assistance in Costa Rica and Panama 
The economic downturn caused by the pandemic in Latin America has worsened already di�cult living conditions 
for refugees and asylum seekers. In Costa Rica and Panama, recently-arrived households, as well as those who lost 
their jobs or were evicted, struggle to survive. In 2021, stubbornly high COVID-19 contagion rates and the long-las-
ting economic impact of the pandemic represent additional hurdles for a growing number of families. Many have 
resorted to skipping meals or are putting up with exploitative working conditions in order to survive. With su�cient 
funds, UNHCR will provide unrestricted cash assistance to households in extreme need, as well as those resorting to 
negative coping mechanisms in order to survive.
Number of impacted beneficiaries:  
18,000 people in Costa Rica and Panama will receive cash support, should the finds prove su�cient. If not, UNHCR 
will only be able to help fewer than 8,000 people in extreme need.  

(as of June 26, 2021)

https://www.unhcr.org/admin/hcspeeches/615ac6ca4/opening-statement-72nd-session-executive-committee-high-commissioners-programme.html
https://www.paho.org/en/documents/weekly-press-briefing-covid-19-directors-opening-remarks-september-29-2021
https://news.un.org/es/story/2021/09/1497662
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2021/9/6155964b4/un-agencies-call-protection-measures-comprehensive-regional-approach-haitians.html
https://www.acnur.org/noticias/ul/2021/9/6150e56f4/statement-by-dr-eduardo-stein-joint-special-representative-of-unhcr-and.html
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Coordination and partnershipCoordination and partnership

Response in progress: 1 January - 30 September, 2021Response in progress: 1 January - 30 September, 2021

When he was in his early twenties, Santiago Ávila’s life revolved around music. But 11 years ago, his world 
came crashing down after his brother was brutally murdered by a local gang. Soon after, another one of 
his brothers lashed out at a gang member. Fearing reprisals, the Ávilas fled their home to another area in 
Honduras and later, abroad.  Within a year of the tragedy, Santiago decided to return to Tegucigalpa to 
work with young people in need. He founded Jóvenes Contra la Violencia, an organization that works to 
give vulnerable young people an alternative to the gangs through community-building activities, sports 
and coaching sessions. For his work carving out safe spaces for children and adolescents, many of 
whom have already endured internal displacement or are at risk of being forced to flee their homes due 
to gang violence, Santiago has been chosen as the regional winner for the Americas of the UNHCR 
Nansen Refugee Award. Read his inspiring story HERE. 

Honduran social worker and director of Jóvenes contra la Violencia 
honoured as regional winner for the Nansen Award 2021

Stories from the field Stories from the field 

The R4V Regional Platform 
hosted its 17th regional meeting, 
with over 250 participants from 
across the Americas and the 
Caribbean, to discuss local 
integration e�orts and key 
regional developments. The 
submissions for RMRP 2022 
closed after receiving more than 
350 proposals from over 200 

52,165 people of concern to UNHCR 
benefitting from improved access to 
safe water.

193,316 people receiving cash 
grants or vouchers.

16,073 children and adolescents of 
concern to UNHCR provided with 
educational support (materials, 
enrollment support, or other).

372,178 people benefitting from 
improved hygiene conditions 
(including through the distribution of 
hygiene kits, the construction of 
latrines and/or other interventions).

312,913 individuals registered by 
UNHCR and/or implementing 
partner(s) - age/gender breakdown.

5,668 survivors of sexual and 
gender-based violence supported by 
UNHCR and/or implementing partners 
(with legal assistance, psychosocial 
counselling, or by being provided a 
safe space).

150,781 people of concern to 
UNHCR supported with shelter, 
settlement or temporary collective 
accommodation solutions.

763,295 people provided with 
information by UNHCR and/or 
implementing partners (in-person or 
remotely, e.g. Hotlines/call centres, 
WhatsApp, etc.).

? 16,650 children supported by 
UNHCR and/or implementing partners 
(via case management).

organizations and 17 countries. 
The recently released Mid-Year 
Report for the RMRP 2021, 
highlights the regional response 
during the first half of 2021, with 
over 1.8 million refugees and 
migrants from Venezuela and 
members of host communities 
assisted. 

During the IV MIRPS virtual 
meeting, states focused on 
access to labour and 
professional training and 
discussed the development of a 
regional guide for hiring 
displaced people, based largely 
on examples set by Mexico and 
Colombia. 

138,350 people supported with 
health consultations (primary, 
secondary, tertiary, as well as mental, 
sexual and reproductive health).

299,135 individuals receiving 
Non-Food Items (NFIs).

217,410 individuals receiving legal 
assistance.

In Brazil, indigenous people from 
Brazil and Venezuela are now 
enjoying improved living 
conditions, thanks to a donation of 
solar lamps in the Brazilian city of 
Santarém. 

In Chile, UNHCR provided 
equipment, included chemical 
toilets, to a temporary quarantine 
shelter serving up to 30 people 
travelling with children in the 

In Guatemala, at the Guate-
malan-Honduran border at El 
Corinto, people in mixed 
movements are being screened 
for COVID-19 in a dedicated 
Refugee Housing Unit, or RHU, 
donated by UNHCR to help 
support Guatemala’s national 
health response. 

In Trinidad and Tobago, refugees, 
asylum-seekers and host communi-
ties are better equipped to combat 
COVID-19, thanks to the 9,000 solar 
lamps, mosquito nets, blankets and 
personal protective equipment 
donated by UNHCR and distributed 
by government agencies, partners, 
and other NGOs. 

Ongoing initiatives...
In Venezuela, UNHCR delivered 
items including mattresses, air 
conditioners, masks, chairs, 
tables, hygiene kits, kitchen sets, 
walkers and blankets to institu-
tions such as the Ombudsperson’s 
O�ce, health authorities and 
emergency services. 

northern border town of 
Colchane.  

https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2021/9/614c827f4/honduran-man-devotes-life-rescuing-young-people-deadly-gangs.html
https://www.r4v.info/en/document/rmrp-2021-mid-year-report
https://www.r4v.info/en/document/rmrp-2021-mid-year-report
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For more information, contact: Sonia Giannone - Senior Donor Relations O�cer - giannone@unhcr.org | Sonia Aguilar - Reporting O�cer - aguilars@unhcr.org |
For media requests: Olga Sarrado - Comms/PI O�cer - sarrado@unhcr.org | Sibylla Brodzinsky - Regional Communication/Public Information O�cer - brodzins@unhcr.org

Thanks to donors in 2021:

COVID-19 SUPPLEMENTARY APPEAL 2021
To respond to the most pressing needs resulting from the pandemic, UNHCR is appealing for $924 million in funding in 2021. As of 13 SEPTEMBER, 
donors had already pledged $307.2 million.

And to our private donors:
Fundación ACNUR Comite Argentino | Howard G. Bu�ett Foundation | International Olympic Committee | The L’Oreal Founation |
Major League Baseball Players Trust (MLBPT) | Private donors Argentina | Private donors Australia | Private donors Brazil | Private donors Colombia | 
Private donors France | Private donors Germany | Private donors Italy | Private donors Japan | Private donors Mexico |
Private donors Republic of Korea | Private donors Spain | Private donors Sweden | Private donors Switzerland | Private donors United Kingdom | 
Private donors USA | Swedish Postcode Lottery | Tides | UNIQLO | UNO-Fluechtlingshilfe | USA for UNHCR

Funding the response in 2021 Funding the response in 2021 

European Union

Notes:
1. The financial requirements for The Americas are for the operations in Belize, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Mexico, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, United States of America and Venezuela.
2. The percentage funded (56%) and total funding amount ($405,240,292) are indicative based on the methodology described above. This leaves 
an indicative funding gap of $323,109,327 representing 44% of the financial requirements.

THE AMERICAS
as of 19 October 2021

UNHCR’s financial requirements 20211
$ 728.3 million

UNHCR’s financial requirements 20211, 3
$ 924.0 million

CORONAVIRUS
EMERGENCY

Total financial requirements
as of 13 September 2021

Notes:
1. The financial requirements of the Coronavirus Emergency include requirements in Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Argentina Regional O�ce, Armenia, 
Aruba, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Belize, Benin, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Côte d'Ivoire, Cyprus, Democratic Rep of the Congo, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia, 
Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Islamic Republic of Iran, Israel, Italy MCO, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, 
Kosovo, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mexico, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal, New Or 
Additional Mandate Nam, Niger, Nigeria, North Macedonia, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, 
South Sudan, Spain MCO, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, The Republic of the Congo, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukraine, 
United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Venezuela, Yemen, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
2. The percentage funded (49%) and total funding amount ($453,419,514) are indicative based on the methodology described above. This leaves an indicative 
funding gap of $470,580,486 representing 51% of the financial requirements.
3.  For 2021, $469 million of UNHCR’s COVID-19-related needs has been mainstreamed into its Global Appeal and $455 million are supplementary needs 
bringing the total COVID-19 related requirements in 2021 to $924 million. The funding level shown here includes contributions to the mainstreamed activities 
related to COVID-19.

Do you want more info? Check https://reporting.unhcr.org/

Don’t miss...Don’t miss...
The COVID-19 emergency tops 
the list of UNHCR’s Top 10 
underfunded situations in 2021, 
leaving a gap in the ability to 
protect the most vulnerable. 

On World Mental Health Day 
on 10 October, UNHCR, the UN 
Refugee Agency, called on the 
international community to 
boost quality mental health 
support for refugees, internally 
displaced and stateless people. 

To mark UNHCR’s 70th 
anniversary, the podcast “Forced 
to Flee” revisits stories of 
displacement over the past 70 
years. Learn more here.

UNHCR supported Cuban 
schools fight against COVID-19, 
by donating crucial cleaning 
supplies. 

https://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/Underfunding-Report-2021.pdf
https://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/Underfunding-Report-2021.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2021/10/6161a1534/unhcr-calls-equal-access-refugees-quality-mental-healthcare.html#_ga=2.24359100.707166831.1634156317-712558732.1568646408
https://www.acnur.org/noticias/press/2021/10/6160afcb4/acnur-dona-articulos-de-limpieza-para-apoyar-las-medidas-de-higiene-en.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2021/9/61404b034/forced-flee-unhcr-podcast-tells-story-displacement-70-years.html
https://reporting.unhcr.org/



