
Mexico continues to be a destination for those forced to flee. So far this year,  64,378 people have applied for asylum. Applications 
from  nationals of Honduras are the most numerous, followed by those of Haitians and Cubans. Mexico has seen a significant 
increase in the asylum claims lodged by Haitians - from 82 in 2019 to 13,265 in 2021 (by 31 July). 

Movements toward the southern Caribbean, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru and further south persist. According to the data 
published by the Organization of American States, between 700 and 900 people leave Venezuela daily since September 2020 
despite the closure of the country’s borders due the pandemic.

From January to June 2021, 44,647 people were a�ected by large-scale displacement in Colombia - an 191% increase compared to 
2020.

Between 6,000 to 8,000 people, mostly from Haiti, were stranded at the border between Colombia and Panama. Transportation to 
cross the Uraba Gulf is limited, resulting in a large number of persons stranded in the small town of Necoclí. Mixed population 
movements in the region have increased in 2021, with more than 45,000 people crossing the Darien between January and June, 
half of them Haitians.

Extreme weather conditions are impacting refugees and other people on the move. Ten refugees and migrants have died due to the 
harsh conditions on the route to Chile from Bolivia so far in 2021. Security is also a serious concern, as refugees and migrants often 
get lost in the desert. A group of 24 Venezuelans got lost in the Tacna-Arica desert, at the Chile-Peru border. Peruvian authorities 
located 21 of the 24, and the remaining three were identified in Chile. 

Over a year into the crisis, it is clear that 
COVID-19 has rolled back years of incremental 
gender equality and child protection gains 
and will continue to impact displaced women 
and children well into the future. Action is 
needed now to mitigate those impacts 
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Gillian Triggs
Assistant High Commissioner for Protection

See the release of a data visualization tool on the negative impacts
of COVID-19 on the displaces women and children HERE. 

More than two million people in the 
Americas have died from COVID-19 
complications, according to 
WHO/PAHO, and less than 20% of 
people in Latin America and the 
Caribbean have been fully immuni-
zed.

As public health measures relax in 
some countries, the number of cases 
is increasing once again. During the 
last week of July, the number of 
cases more than doubled in the 
United States, mainly among those 
unvaccinated . In the United States 
and Mexico, infections are accelera-
ting, driven by  the relaxation of 
restrictions and the presence of the 
Delta Variant. 

The number of new infections 
increased in most Central American 
countries, except for Costa Rica 
where one in three people have 
been vaccinated and the number of 
newly infected is dropping steadily. 
Belize, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras and Panama saw an 

increase during July. Guatemala, in 
particular, reported a high rate of 
infections and hospitalizations, 
mainly among people under 50. 

In the Caribbean, Cuba is experien-
cing higher COVID infection and 
death rates than at any point during 
the pandemic, a�ecting all age 
groups. The number of cases also 
increased in Martinique and the 
British Virgin Islands. 

Meanwhile,  numbers dropped 
across South America, where 
countries like Argentina, Chile and 
Uruguay report higher rates of 
vaccination. In Chile, nearly 58% of 
the population has been fully 
vaccinated against COVID; in 
Uruguay, 55% of people are 
protected. However, border 
provinces in Argentina, Bolivia and 
Chile, as well as in Colombia’s 
Amazon region, were reported as 
hotspots. Some states in Brazil have 
also seen an increase in infections. 

As vaccination roll-out started across 
the region, at least 22 countries have 
included refugees and asylum-see-
kers in their vaccination plan. 

The countries in the region have 
relaxed their border restrictions over 
the past months. According to 
UNHCR’s monitoring on the impact 
of the pandemic on protection, 
asylum-seekers are denied access to 
10 countries in the region while some 
21 countries maintain the asylum 
system operational in full or partially.

To support asylum systems across 
the region, UNHCR launched the 
Regional Platform for 
Strengthening Asylum Systems in 
the Americas. The digital tool offers 
real-time information on tools, best 
practices, and lessons learned on 
refugee status determination and the 
strengthening of asylum systems in 
the countries of the Americas.

UNHCR and the Latin American 
Network of Organizations of Persons 
with Disabilities and their Families 
(RIADIS) published a study on the 
challenges and resources for people 
with disabilities within the context of 
human mobility. Over 40% of people 
with disabilities consulted indicated 
that they have faced risks such as 
violence, discrimination, and lack of 
accessibility during their displace-
ment. During the COVID-19 
pandemic, most of them have lost 
their income as most people with 
disabilities within the context of 
human mobility worked in the 
informal sector. The lack of job 
opportunities limited their access to 
food, medicine, and housing as they 
struggled to pay rent. Over 50% of 
them didn’t receive humanitarian 
assistance during this time, and half 
of those who did said it wasn’t 
inclusive and didn’t take into account 
their specific needs.
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https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2021/7/60e2af274/data-points-negative-impacts-covid-19-forcibly-displaced-women-children.html
https://www.paho.org/en/documents/weekly-press-briefing-covid-19-directors-opening-remarks-august-4-2021
https://data2.unhcr.org/es/dataviz/127?sv=44&geo=0
https://www.asiloamericas.org/
https://disabilitiesonthemove.org/
http://www.oas.org/fpdb/press/Crisis-Overview-ENG.pdf
http://www.oas.org/fpdb/press/Crisis-Overview-ENG.pdf
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Response in progress: 1 January - 31 July, 2021Response in progress: 1 January - 31 July, 2021

Julio Cesar Melendez was 24 when he created his frozen food business in Venezuela. But as the socio-economic and 
political situation of the country deteriorated, he saw no other option than to close it and leave the country. After 
selling what little he had left, he took a bus to the border with Colombia and walked for several weeks to the west of 
the country. Throughout the journey, he dreamed of getting a job that would allow him to cover his basic needs. It was 
at that moment that he learned of some training in cooking and food distribution for Venezuelan refugees and 
migrants. Julio Cesar applied to the kitchen assistant and food distribution programme in September 2020. A few 
weeks later, the company linked him to work in one of the most important hospitals in Cali. His work is preparing food 
for patients according to their nutritional requirements, which has taken a special importance during the pandemic. 
Although he is not a doctor, he is part of the first line of care for patients with COVID-19. Read the full story HERE.

Venezuelans in Colombia find job opportunities and a chance to give back
Stories from the field Stories from the field 

The R4V regional platform held 
its 16th plenary meeting on 8 
July with some 250 participants 
from among the 159 RMRP 
partner organizations, host 
governments and donors.
During the meeting, the 
Government of Brazil presented

Since March 2020, UNHCR has been working to provide emergency assistance, including safe shelter 
spaces and cash-based assistance, as well as to advocate for the inclusion of refugees in national public 
health responses, social safety nets and emergency assistance plans. In 2021, UNHCR in the Americas 
adopted a two-fold strategy aimed at protection and immediate assistance to satisfy the basic needs, as 
well as promoting mid- to long-term solutions with a focus on regularization and inclusion. UNHCR's 
advocacy for the inclusion of people of concern in national plans is key, particularly amid the coronavirus 
pandemic. The scope and success of such initiatives will depend on the amount of funding the region 
receives, both in terms of humanitarian grants and loans to receiving States. 

Argentina. The Bien Abrigados 2021 
Winter campaign finalized with nearly 
4,000 winter kits, containing winter 
clothes and blankets, delivered to 
Venezuelan refugees and migrants in 
the cities of Buenos Aires and La Plata. 

Colombia. UNHCR’s campaign ‘Somos 
Panas Colombia’ launched ‘Encounters’, 
a four-episode weekly series. The first 
video is a conversation between a 
Venezuelan in Colombia and a 
Colombian IDP.  

Chile. Multipurpose CBI operations 
started, aiming to address at least 215 
households in very vulnerable conditions 
and cash support for medical purposes 
targeting 320 households. 

El Salvador. UNHCR and the Archbishop 
of El Salvador began a training program 
with the first internally displaced persons 
committee stablished in the country, 
which is currently made up of 15 internally 
displaced persons.

Ongoing initiatives...

49,929 people of concern to
UNHCR benefitting from improved 
access to safe water.

141,086 people receiving cash
grants or vouchers.

13,386 children and adolescents of
concern to UNHCR provided with 
educational support (materials, 
enrollment support, or other).

325,867 people benefitting from
improved hygiene conditions 
(including through the distribution of 
hygiene kits, the construction of 
latrines and/or other interventions).

256,225 individuals registered by
UNHCR and/or implementing 
partner(s) - age/gender breakdown.

4,549 survivors of sexual and
gender-based violence supported by 
UNHCR and/or implementing partners 
(with legal assistance, psychosocial 
counselling, or by being provided a 
safe space).

135,476 people of concern to
UNHCR supported with shelter, 
settlement or temporary collective 
accommodation solutions.

608,322 people provided with
information by UNHCR and/or 
implementing partners (in-person or 
remotely, e.g. Hotlines/call centres, 
WhatsApp, etc.).

? 12,159 children supported by
UNHCR and/or implementing partners 
(via case management).

its priorities after assuming the 
Presidency Pro Tempore of the 
Quito Process, and the 
Governments of Colombia, 
Dominican Republic and Ecuador 
provided updates on its 
regularization e�orts for 
Venezuelans.

The R4V Regional Platform 
published the End-Year Report 
of the RMRP 2020 on 
achievements of the 151 RMRP 
2020 partners across 17 
countries in Latin America and 
the Caribbean.  

Guyana. UNHCR concluded the 
distribution of 70 manual sewing 
machines as part of the facemask 
project. To date, 63 participants have 
been trained as part of this program, 
many have plans to sew clothing and 
other items to make ends meet.

Venezuela. UNHCR was part of an 
interagency response to bring 
humanitarian assistance to the state of 
Apure after floods a�ected thousands of 
people. UNHCR distributed hygiene kits, 
solar lamps, raincoats, water purification 
tablets, among other necessity items, 
for some 8,000 people.

91,052 people supported with
health consultations (primary, 
secondary, tertiary, as well as mental, 
sexual and reproductive health).

279,029 individuals receiving
Non-Food Items (NFIs).

147,587 individuals receiving legal
assistance.

https://www.acnur.org/noticias/videos/2021/8/6115c7154/refugiados-y-migrantes-venezolanos-en-argentina-recibieron-abrigo-para.html
https://www.acnur.org/noticias/videos/2021/8/6115c7154/refugiados-y-migrantes-venezolanos-en-argentina-recibieron-abrigo-para.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=9HBgvxjskt4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=9HBgvxjskt4
https://www.acnur.org/noticias/historia/2021/6/60dcb1c04/en-cali-volvi-a-levantar-la-cabeza.html
https://www.r4v.info/es/node/88130
https://www.r4v.info/es/node/88130
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For media requests: Olga Sarrado - Comms/PI O�cer - sarrado@unhcr.org | Sibylla Brodzinsky - Regional Communication/Public Information O�cer - brodzins@unhcr.org

Thanks to donors in 2021:

COVID-19 SUPPLEMENTARY APPEAL 2021
To respond to the most pressing needs resulting from the pandemic, UNHCR is appealing for $924 million in funding in 2021. As of 24 AUGUST, 
donors had already pledged $273 million.

And to our private donors:
Fundación ACNUR Comite Argentino | Howard G. Bu�ett Foundation | International Olympic Committee | The L’Oreal Founation | Major League 
Baseball Players Trust (MLBPT) | Private donors Australia | Private donors Brazil | Private donors Italy | Private donors Japan | Private donors Mexico | 
Private donors Republic of Korea | Private donors Spain | Private donors Sweden | Swedish Postcode Lottery | Tides | UNIQLO | UNO-Fluechtlingshilfe 
| USA for UNHCR

Funding the response in 2021 Funding the response in 2021 

European Union

Notes:
1. The financial requirements for The Americas are for the operations in Belize, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Mexico, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, United States of America and Venezuela.
2. The percentage funded (48%) and total funding amount ($349,379,332) are indicative based on the methodology described above. This leaves 
an indicative funding gap of $378,970,288 representing 52% of the financial requirements.

THE AMERICAS
as of 24 August 2021

UNHCR’s financial requirements 20211
$ 728.3 million

UNHCR’s financial requirements 20211, 3
$ 924.0 million

CORONAVIRUS
EMERGENCY

Total financial requirements
as of 24 August 2021

Notes:
1. The financial requirements of the Coronavirus Emergency include requirements in Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Argentina Regional O�ce, Armenia, 
Aruba, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Belize, Benin, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Côte d'Ivoire, Cyprus, Democratic Rep of the Congo, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia, 
Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Islamic Republic of Iran, Israel, Italy MCO, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, 
Kosovo, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mexico, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal, New Or 
Additional Mandate Nam, Niger, Nigeria, North Macedonia, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, 
South Sudan, Spain MCO, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, The Republic of the Congo, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukraine, 
United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Venezuela, Yemen, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 
2. The percentage funded (30%) and total funding amount ($273,137,656) are indicative based on the methodology described above. This leaves an indicative 
funding gap of $650,862,344 representing 70% of the financial requirements.
3. For 2021, $469 million of UNHCR’s COVID-19-related needs has been mainstreamed into its Global Appeal and $455 million are supplementary needs bringing 
the total COVID-19 related requirements in 2021 to $924 million.

Do you want more info? Check https://reporting.unhcr.org/

The MIRPS working groups on Local Governance, Labour Market, and 
Internal Displacement met in July. Municipalities from Costa Rica, 
Guatemala, Honduras and Panama discussed topics such as local 
governance and how to integrate forced displacement within develop-
ment planning. El Salvador, Honduras, and Mexico, as well as the Expert 
Panel of Colombia, participated in the Working Group on Internal Displace-
ment, which focused on community-based approaches to the prevention 
and mitigation of impacts of forced displacement. 

Don’t miss...Don’t miss...
Read how regularization 
schemes in Colombia and 
Ecuador are providing a lifeline 
to Venezuelan refugees and 
migrants  who long to become 
self-su�cient.

A study in Ecuador shows that 
82% of people in human 
mobility interviewed consider 
their lives would be at risk if 
they had to return to their 
country of origin.  

UNHCR and UNICEF: Background 
Note on Sex Discrimination in 
Birth Registration

Refugees and asylum-seekers 
in Belize have access to the 
vaccine against COVID-19, 
which allows them to continue 
rebuilding their lives after being 
forced to flee.

https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2021/6/60d2ed814/displaced-venezuelans-regularization-key-building-productive-lives.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2021/6/60d2ed814/displaced-venezuelans-regularization-key-building-productive-lives.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2021/6/60d2ed814/displaced-venezuelans-regularization-key-building-productive-lives.html
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/87953
https://www.acnur.org/noticias/historia/2021/7/60e384ab4/belice-vacuna-a-los-primeros-grupos-de-personas-refugiadas-durante-campana.html
https://www.refworld.org/docid/60e2d0554.html
https://reporting.unhcr.org/



