
POPULATION AND FUNDING DATA

1 

© UNHCR/Caroline Gluck 

Mosaaf is three years old and lives with his mother, Afsanah, in Dehzaq village in Afghanistan’s 
Herat Province. Her husband is in Iran seeking medical treatment and, although in debt, she has an 
income as a beekeeper after being trained under a programme run by UNHCR and its partner, 
#WASSA (Women’s Activities and Social Services Association).  

Afghanistan

Global Apeal 2025 
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Afghanistan situation | Funding received (USD)
In 2024, UNHCR requires a total of $479.7 million to address the emergency situation in Afghanistan and
received (as of 31 October) only 47% of the needed amount.

Total funding received:
$225.7M

Softly earmarked
($19M) Unearmarked

($57.5M)

Earmarked ($74M)

Tightly earmarked
($75.2M)

Funding gap
($253.9M)

The percentage funded (47%) and total funding amount ($225,738,955) are indicative. This leaves an indicative funding
gap of $253,918,772 representing 53% of the financial requirements.
Source: UNHCR
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In 2024, UNHCR requires a total of $479.7 million to address the emergency situation in Afghanistan and received (as of 

31 October) only 47% of the needed amount.

The percentage funded (47%) and total funding amount ($225,738,955) are indicative. This leaves an indicative funding gap of 
$253,918,772 representing 53% of the financial requirements.

2025 population planning figures 
9.2 million forcibly displaced people 

Refugee and IDP returnees | 4%
160,000

Refugees and asylum-seekers
5.9 million

IDPs
3.1 million

2025 Afghan registered refugees, people in refugee-like situations and asylum-seekers: 51% women and girls and 51% children; 2025 
IDPs: 54% women and girls, 62% children. 2025 Registered refugees, people in refugee-like situations and asylum-seekers in Afghanistan 
(primarily from Pakistan): 34,800

https://reporting.unhcr.org/operational/situations
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Afghanistan remains one of the world’s most 
urgent crises. Human rights violations and 
abuses, economic instability, acute food 
insecurity and natural disasters are likely to 
threaten regional stability well into 2025. 

While overall security has improved and 
previously inaccessible areas are now reachable 
in Afghanistan, significant challenges persist. 
This is especially true for women and girls, 
whose rights have been further restricted by a 
new morality law that codifies already repressive 
decrees by the de facto authorities, barring 
them from schools, universities, workplaces and 
public spaces. Many recent returnees and those 
still displaced within Afghanistan are vulnerable 
and desperately need UNHCR’s support. 
UNHCR is determined to stay and deliver 
critical assistance, while upholding the highest 
standards of accountability and transparency in 
the use of donor funding. 

To address critical humanitarian and 
development needs and restore stability, 
sustained and substantial support is required. 
At the same time, greater responsibility-
sharing by the international community will be 
essential to meet the growing needs, enhance 
conditions for voluntary return, and scale up 
strategic investments in resilience-building and 
stabilization programmes to prevent further 
displacement. 

In 2025, UNHCR will deliver critical protection in 
Afghanistan to refugee returnees and internally 
displaced people, while providing access to 
basic services, sustainable shelter and housing 
solutions, and livelihoods with a focus on 
women and girls. UNHCR will continue to deliver 
assistance for humanitarian and basic human 
needs in a principled way, and advocate for the 
uninterrupted and non-discriminatory delivery 
of aid including by women for women and girls. 
To transform return into a force for stability, 
peace and hope, UNHCR is re-imagining 
community- and area-based investments in the 
prioritized areas of return and reintegration. 
Subject to funding availability, it will provide 

cash assistance to 110,000 returnees, allowing 
them to prioritize their needs in a dignified 
manner while positioning this support as a 
key instrument for durable solutions. 30,000 
IDPs and returnees will benefit from technical, 
vocational and education training designed 
to promote self-reliance, foster economic 
reintegration and mitigate economic shocks. It 
will advance priorities in the recalibrated two-
year inter-agency Refugee Response Plan (2024 
– 2025) for the Afghanistan situation to support 
refugees and host communities in longer-term 
resilience, inclusion and solutions in the Islamic 
Republics of Iran and Pakistan, while remaining 
agile and responsive to the unpredictable 
situation inside Afghanistan.  

Amid deepening hardship for already vulnerable 
Afghans in the Islamic Republics of Iran and 
Pakistan, which have generously provided 
hospitality for over 40 years, UNHCR will 
bolster efforts towards longer-term solutions for 
Afghans and support for their host communities. 
In the Islamic Republic of Iran, UNHCR will 
support the cost of secondary and tertiary health 
care insurance for over 300,000 refugees 
and asylum-seekers and the construction and 
rehabilitation of 200 health posts located in 
refugee hosting areas and refugee settlements. 
In the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, UNHCR will 
support enrolment of 60,000 refugee children 
in primary and secondary education within the 
refugee villages. 

UNHCR will also seek to leverage its influence 
in an already complex protection space by 
advocating against the involuntary return of 
Afghans, in view of its non-return advisory and 
the likely continuation of cross-border flows out 
of the country due to the increasingly restrictive 
laws imposed by the de facto authorities in 
Afghanistan. It will call for safe and voluntary 
returns and redouble efforts aimed at creating 
conditions conducive for returns, paving the way 
for sustainable voluntary returns in the future. 
In tandem, UNHCR will apply a whole-of-route 
approach to reduce harm along the routes 
taken by Afghan refugees, create alternatives 
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to dangerous journeys, and support States in 
strengthening asylum capacity and managing 
mixed movements effectively. 

UNHCR will drive forward the commitments 
made under the ReSolve multi-stakeholder 
pledge for resilience and solutions at the 2023 
Global Refugee Forum. Coordinated through 
the Solutions Strategy for Afghan Refugees 
Support Platform, this initiative will play an 
important role in bolstering critical support and 
aligning international efforts to meet the needs 
of affected populations. 

UNHCR will advance a sustainable responses 
approach and diversify partnerships with 
development actors and the private sector 
wherever possible so that its activities support 
protection and solutions, particularly for 
women and girls, while also promoting self-
reliance, resilience and integrated humanitarian, 

development and peacebuilding efforts. With 
over half a million Afghan refugees projected 
to need resettlement in 2025, UNHCR will 
continue to scale up resettlement efforts for 
Afghans hosted across the region, particularly in 
the Islamic Republics of Iran and Pakistan. This 
approach seeks to create avenues for advocacy 
and engagement on broader protection 
issues while expanding access to skills-based 
complementary pathways in third countries, 
including education, labour mobility, family 
reunification and private sponsorship. 

With climate emergency disproportionately 
impacting the region – particularly fragile 
countries with high vulnerabilities and limited 
coping mechanisms – UNHCR will prioritize 
integrating climate adaptation and resilience-
building into its response to address the growing 
humanitarian needs in 2025. 
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In Afghanistan, refugee returnee,  Laiq Khan , plans to buy an auto rickshaw to start a small business 
after receiving UNHCR cash assistance at the Kabul Encashment Centre


