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People of Concern

8%
INCREASE IN 

2018
2018 84,322

2017 78,183

2016 74,735

 

Refugees
57 191

Refugee-like situation
26 000

Asylum-seekers
1 131

Refugees Refugee-like situation Asylum-seekers



Budgets and Expenditure for Mauritania
M

ill
io

ns
 (U

S
D

)

Budget Expenditure

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019*
10

12.5

15

17.5

20

22.5

25



Operational environment
Mauritania continued its open-door policy to refugees in 2018, hosting close to 55,800 Malian refugees in Mbera

camp, as well as some 1,400 refugees and 1,110 asylum-seekers in urban areas in Nouakchott and Nouadhibou. The

Government continued to advance draft asylum legislation at the domestic level. Despite these positive

developments, the asylum system remained weak and UNHCR continued to conduct all registration and refugee

status determination (RSD) activities for refugees.

Funding in particular proved challenging, with significant reductions reported in Mbera camp during 2018, creating an

enlarged burden on existing programmes. UNHCR faced increased difficulties during the year. Key partners

announced their imminent withdrawal from the camp, thereby straining the capacity of medical and education

programmes.

 

Population trends
In 2018, UNHCR registered 5,900 new arrivals in Mbera camp, leading to a total population of close to 55,800. Most

new arrivals were fleeing violence in neighboring Mali, where the humanitarian situation continued to worsen. In

urban areas, UNHCR recorded approximately 1,400 refugees and 1,130 asylum-seekers, mainly from the Central

African Republic, Côte d’Ivoire, the Syrian Arab Republic and Senegal. In 2018, there was a 50% increase in new

arrivals in Mauritania.

 

Key achievements
In 2018, following lengthy advocacy by UNHCR for the adoption of a national protection system for refugees,

the Government began issuing national identity cards to Malian refugees in Mbera camp, as well as birth

certificates to Malian children born in the camp, thereby guaranteeing greater freedom of movement and

employment opportunities.

Mauritania qualified for the World Bank’s IDA18 program, paving the way for key development funds for the

commune of Bassikounou.

UNHCR and IOM established a

new joint office in Nouadhibou, north-west Mauritania. Its strategic position makes it a juncture for refugees

and migrants coming from sub-Saharan, western, and northern Africa. 

Unmet needs
The ability of UNHCR to provide quality education for children at the camp was hindered by the lack of funds.

Classrooms and facilities needed extensive rehabilitations, and additional teachers were required due to

increased enrollment. 

Funds were insufficient to respond to the shelter needs of new arrivals, leaving thousands of households with

highly inadequate shelter.

A backlog of asylum claims at the urban level occurred after a 50% increase in new claims. The deployment of

international RSD staff and the creation of a national registration position were not sufficient to meet the

increased volume, leaving some 1,110 asylum-seekers with pending decisions on their claims.
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