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Operational environment
The asylum environment remained steady in Egypt throughout 2018, however, refugees and asylum-seekers

continued to face delays in obtaining residence permits. 

 

Following economic reforms, reductions in subsidies resulted in sharp increases in the cost of goods and services,

thereby negatively impacting refugee households.

 

Despite isolated reports of the arrest and detention of refugees and asylum-seekers due to irregular entry, no arrests

were recorded in 2018 for attempts to irregularly depart Egypt via the Mediterranean. While several irregular border

crossings to Libya were noted, the Office recorded fewer arrests at the southern border in comparison to 2017.

Overall, nine cases of deportation or expulsion from Egypt were reported for 2018.

 

Resettlement continued to be the main durable solution available for most vulnerable refugees in Egypt, however the

number of people who met the criteria for resettlement exceeded the availability of places. UNHCR also worked to

improve conditions for local integration, including through advocacy with the Government of Egypt for prolonged

validity of residence permits (from six months to one year) and greater decentralization of the application process.  

 

The number of newly registered unaccompanied and separated children stabilized in 2018, however the overall

needs among children increased due to their vulnerability, particularly girls who faced a heightened risk of sexual

violence, compounded by continued underfunding for activities to prevent and mitigate harm.

 

Population trends
Throughout 2018, some 314,950* people of concern were recorded, including 30,900 asylum-seekers newly

registered with UNHCR. Except for Yemeni applicants, whose number increased by 60% from 2017, this figure

represents a slight decline in registration of asylum-seekers.

The number of newly registered Syrians dropped by 62%, largely due to changes in the conflict dynamic in some

areas of the country. The remaining applicants were from Sudan, Ethiopia, Eritrea, South Sudan, Yemen, Somalia, and

Iraq.

 

Key achievements
UNHCR advocated with the Government to extend the validity of permits for asylum-seekers from six months

to one year to address delays in the issuance of residence permits.

In continuing to encourage the Government to strengthen their role in managing asylum, the Office submitted

a proposal on joint registration and group determination.

More than 13,700 families (including some 56,800 individuals) were supported through multi-purpose cash

grants that went towards food, rent and other basic commodities.

UNHCR restructured its case processing system in order to realign existing processing modalities with global

and regional guidelines. Child protection procedures were particularly strengthened and access to quality

child protection interventions were improved. 

Unmet needs



Resources available to UNHCR to cover life-saving and emergency interventions were limited compared to the

needs, resulting in more urgent cases being added to the waiting list.

In 2018, more than 60% of basic needs went unmet and less than 25% of the population in need was targeted

with monthly cash assistance due to funding limitations.

Also due to inadequate funds, UNHCR was unable to cover the needs of all registered children with specific

protection needs, including unaccompanied and separated children.

High staff turnover and difficulties in recruiting a sufficient number of qualified and experienced registration

staff delayed the envisaged restructuring of registration and RSD procedures, thereby causing significant

delays to processing of cases.

* The total number of people of concern in Egypt includes 70,020 Palestinian refugees (Source of data: Government of Egypt)
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2018 Expenditure for Egypt | USD
The following table presents the final budget and funds available by pillar and the final expenditure at the objective-level, as reported at

year-end.

Pillar 1

Refugee programme
Total

 

Final Budget 74,468,653 74,468,653

Income from contributions* 36,456,056 36,456,056

Other funds available / transfers 7,780,016 7,780,016

Total funds available 44,236,072 44,236,072

 

Expenditure by Objective

Favourable Protection Environment

International and regional instruments 515,597 515,597

Law and policy 337,981 337,981

Legal remedies and legal assistance 440,859 440,859

Public attitudes towards persons of concern 784,412 784,412

Subtotal 2,078,849 2,078,849

Fair Protection Processes and Documentation

Reception conditions 53,300 53,300

Registration and profiling 579,791 579,791

Status determination 1,278,775 1,278,775

Civil status documentation 672,398 672,398

Subtotal 2,584,264 2,584,264

Security from Violence and Exploitation

Protection from effects of armed conflict 527 527

SGBV prevention and response 806,552 806,552

Non-arbitrary detention 287,784 287,784

Child protection 1,577,038 1,577,038

Subtotal 2,671,901 2,671,901

Basic Needs and Essential Services

Health 4,708,889 4,708,889

Basic and domestic and hygiene Items 18,176,946 18,176,946

Services for persons with specific needs 1,109,660 1,109,660

Education 6,571,488 6,571,488

Subtotal 30,566,983 30,566,983

Community Empowerment and Self Reliance

Community mobilization 795,473 795,473



Pillar 1

Refugee programme
Total

Self-reliance and livelihoods 932,996 932,996

Subtotal 1,728,470 1,728,470

Durable Solutions

Voluntary return 64,089 64,089

Resettlement 402,761 402,761

Subtotal 466,850 466,850

Logistics and Operations Support

Operations management, coordination and support 2,724,104 2,724,104

Subtotal 2,724,104 2,724,104

2018 Expenditure Total 42,821,421 42,821,421

*Income from contributions includes indirect support costs that are recovered from contributions to Pillars 3 and 4, supplementary

budgets and the “New or additional activities – mandate-related” (NAM) Reserve. Contributions towards all pillars are included under

Pillar 1.


