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People of Concern

5%
INCREASE IN 

2017
2017 78,183

2016 74,735

2015 77,891

 

Refugees
51 427

Refugee-like situation
26 000

Asylum-seekers
756
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Budgets and Expenditure for Mauritania
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Operational context
Mauritania continued to have a generous open-door policy towards refugees and asylum-seekers in 2017. However,

the process of adopting a national asylum law slowed down. This was partly due to the dissolution of the Senate, one

of the Legislative Chambers, in the context of a constitutional reform. 

  

The volatile security situation in the northern and central parts of Mali has resulted in the displacement of Malians to

neigbouring countries. In 2017, some 4,820 new arrivals from Mali were registered in Mbera camp, while 710 people

were supported to voluntarily return to Mali. However, given the security situation, UNHCR did not promote the return

of Malian refugees as conditions are not yet conducive 

  

At the urban level, the protection space and treatment of refugees varied depending on their nationality and

ethnicity. In Mbera camp, UNHCR continued to face a number of constraints related to the increase in new arrivals,

insufficient funds, and harsh climate conditions. The biometric identity management system (BIMS) verification

exercise launched in August 2017 had closed the cases for some 6,390 people by the end of the year, though this

figure was offset by a similar number of new arrivals and births. 

  

In 2017, a Multi-Year and Multi-Partner solutions strategy was developed prioritizing refugee identification and access

to documentation, protection, ensuring safety and dignity, and progressive solutions towards self-reliance and

durable solutions for refugees in Mauritania. 

  

In 2017, Mauritania remained a transit country of mixed movements.  UNHCR opened a temporary office in the coastal

town of Nouadhibou to monitor and conduct a profiling exercise to identify vulnerabilities among these flows.

Population trends
The total number of people of concern in Mauritania stood at 52,200 at the end of the year. 

  

In Mbera camp, UNHCR continued to lead and coordinate the humanitarian response. In collaboration with partners,

UNHCR provided essential services, protection and assistance to close to 50,000 people, of which some 54 per cent

were female, and recognized on a prima facie basis. 

  

Moreover, some 1,600 refugees and 760 asylum-seekers in urban areas were registered in the UNHCR database, of

whom 43 per cent were women. Urban refugees mainly originated from the Central African Republic (34 per cent),

Syrian Arab Republic (27 per cent), and Côte d’Ivoire (17 per cent). 

  

Mauritania has also been hosting and protecting for decades some 26,000 Sahrawis who are well integrated and

receive no assistance from UNHCR.

Key achievements
Thanks to the implementation of the new biometric registration system (BIMS), refugee data in Mbera camp

was updated.

A socio-economic profiling survey and added value chain study were carried out in Mbera camp envisaging

the Multi-Year, Multi-Partner Protection and Solutions Strategy for 2018 to 2022.

UNHCR supported the DAFI Scholarships Programme for higher education, through which 80 people of

concern accessed tertiary education.

On average there is one latrine per 26.6 people in Mbera camp; 1,130 permanent latrines have been

constructed, bringing the total number of functional latrines to 1,855
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The Government and development partners signed the 2018-2022 United Nations’ Sustainable Development

Partnership Framework (CPDD), which integrates humanitarian and development interventions and includes a

strategy to strengthen peaceful coexistence and self-reliance for refugees and host communities in Mauritania.

Unmet needs
Only 19 per cent of UNHCR’s funding requirements in Mauritania were met in 2017. The lack of funds forced the

Office to prioritize emergency needs rather than self-reliance or livelihood activities. 

  

However, gaps in emergency response remained as well, only 300 out of 13,360 households were provided had

access to energy and 12.6 per cent of households had access to arable land or other productive natural resources.

Support programmes for income-generating activities and access to microfinance, training, market gardening and

people's access to energy sources could not be organized for the refugee population in Mbera. 

  

Rehabilitation of all semi-permanent shelters and shelter needs for new arrivals were not fully met in 2017. Only 56.8

per cent of the population in Mbera camp was living in adequate dwellings in 2017. 

Only 63.8 per cent of people with specific needs living in the camp received targeted assistance in 2017. 

  

Due to understaffing, there was a significant backlog of cases pending processing for refugee status determination of

the urban caseload. Urban refugees do not receive civil documentation by the government. Furthermore, none of the

vulnerable cases identified in 2017 were submitted for resettlement.
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