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Subregion: North Africa
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Budgets and Expenditure in Subregion North Africa
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Operational environment

North Africa continues to be a region of transit and destination for refugees and migrants. In 2019, mixed population movements continued within
and from the sub-region, some in the hopes of reaching Europe, despite a clampdown on sea rescues by governments and other broader policy
changes targeting such flows. The total population of concern in North Africa stands at some 1.2 million people, including 470,000 refugees and
asylum-seekers (in Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia), as well as some 300,000 internally displaced people (IDPs) and some
447,000 IDP returnees in Libya. Internal displacement became more pronounced in Libya, when clashes in and around Tripoli restarted in April
2019, returning the country to renewed conflict and negatively impacting on civilians.

From January to August 2019, 5,922 people were rescued/intercepted at sea by the Libyan Coast Guard, a decrease of 55% compared to the
same period in 2018. In Tunisia, by July 2019, the number of new arrivals (1,180) surpassed the total (1,188) for 2018, a reflection of the
deteriorating situation in Libya. With greater movements along the Western Mediterranean route, and a drop in arrivals to Spain by 43%
compared to last year, asylum-seeker registrations in Morocco increased by 53% during the first half of 2019 compared to the same period in
2018 - reflecting its position as a place of destination as well as one of transit..

In 2020, mixed population movements are expected to continue, though at a lower rate, along the Western and Central Mediterranean routes,
mainly from Morocco to Spain with smaller movements from Libya and Tunisia. In this context, sea rescues and interceptions are also expected to
continue. Protracted camp situations in Algeria (90,000 Sahrawi refugees) and in Mauritania (over 50,000 Malian refugees) will call for greater
engagement with development actors and donors, so that self-reliance opportunities for refugees and their host communities are expanded.

Despite high level negotiations that are underway to encourage a resolution to the conflict, the operating environment for UNHCR in Libya is
expected to remain very challenging. Nonetheless, capacities of national partners will be strengthened to ensure access to people in need of
international protection and humanitarian assistance. UNHCR will continue advocating for an end to detention and for alternatives to be
established, that include pursuing durable solutions for refugees. The provision of life-saving humanitarian assistance at Libya detention centres
and at disembarkation points to refugees, asylum-seekers and migrants will continue to be a priority, and enhancing assistance for people of
concern in urban areas.

Across North Africa, UNHCR will continue to cooperate with governments and partners to improve access to safety, protection from refoulement,

and solutions within existing migration frameworks. UNHCR will continue working closely with national and local authorities to develop and
implement national asylum systems, as well as expand people of concerns’ access to public services and livelihoods opportunities.

2020 Budget for North Africa | USD

Pillar 1 Pillar 2 Pillar 3

Operation Refugee Stateless Reinte.grat'ion IDPP i::?(;j:cts Total
programme programme projects
Algeria 37,383,599 0 0 0 37,383,599
Egypt 108,814,434 0 0 0 108,814,434
Libya 58,873,779 0 0 26,740,333 85,614,112
Mauritania 24,591,889 0 0 0 24,591,889
Morocco 8,500,000 0 0 0 8,500,000
Tunisia 8,328,165 0 0 0 8,328,165
Western Sahara (Confidence Building 4,000,000 0 o 0 4,000,000

Measures)




