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Budgets and Expenditure in Subregion West Africa

People of Concern - 2019 [projected]
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Operational environment
 Ethnic violence, intra-state conflicts and extremism continue to generate internal displacement and a parallel influx of refugees across West Africa.

The protracted situations in the sub-region continue to add to the complexity of the operational environment. In 2019, UNHCR will continue to

adopt a regional approach and apply a combination of multi-year, multi-partner protection and solutions strategies while consolidating and building

upon the foundation of previous efforts applied to resolve the protracted refugee situations.    

  

The Lake Chad basin conflict remains the highest singular cause of continued large-scale displacement in the sub-region. Since January 2018, the

total number of new internal displacements in Nigeria alone, increased by over 214,000. By mid-year, some 1,918,500 Nigerians were internally

displaced, with an additional 238,100 in Cameroon, close to 162,800 in Chad, and some 104,300 in Niger. The recurrence of increasingly violent

conflict between herders and farmers in Nigeria’s Middle Belt region is producing further population displacement and therefore further

exacerbating the already dire situation. The escalating tensions between communities in the border areas between Burkina Faso and Mali as well

as Mali and Niger are also causing displacement. This situation is further compounded by displacement caused by G5 Sahel and national army

military operations in the same border areas. The situation in these border regions remain complex, unstable and perilous due to the proliferation

of jihadist groups. Insurgent activities have generated an outflow of refugees from Burkina Faso and Mali as well as internal displacement within

Niger. Counter-insurgency operations remain a complicating factor in the short-term. A similar trend has been developing in the northern part of

Cameroon. The conflict in the Anglophone southwest and north west areas of Cameroon, has resulted in over 26,000 Cameroonian refugees in

Nigeria. Further ethnic conflict between the Tuareg and Peulh on the northern side of Mali‘s border with Niger has also forced 42,300 IDPs into

Tahoua and Tillabéri regions. Armed groups and their activities in the Central African Republic remain a cause of insecurity, resulting in a further

displacement of Central African refugees, mainly into Cameroon. As of August 2018, of the 573,300 Central African refugees in the sub-region, at

least 261,200 were in Cameroon. The Central African Republic (CAR) remains a major source of refugees in the sub-region, followed by Sudan,

Nigeria and Mali. The Mali Situation remains of concern with close to 70,000 Malians internally displaced at the end of August 2018 and a further

139,800 across Burkina Faso, Mauritania and Niger. 

  

With the exception of Sudan, current displacement trends in the CAR, Mali and Nigeria are projected to continue in 2019. Nevertheless,

possibilities of return remain open for Sudanese, Ivoirians, and Ghanaian, CAR refugees and IDPs and Togolese refugees. 

  

More than half of the IDPs in the sub-region are in need of shelter and food. The Lake Chad basin conflict alone has led to over 5.3 million people

in need of life-saving food assistance, many of whom are refugees and IDPs. In Eastern Nigeria, the level of malnutrition has reached a critical

state. In 2019, prioritizing livelihood support will be key to ensure populations have sustainable access to food and other essential needs. As a

large portion of the displaced population are children and many of them out of school, support to guarantee their access to education will be

prioritized. Throughout the region, priority will be given to the registration of newly displaced populations, in order to enable their access to

protection and services. As such, registration of all refugees, IDPs and returnees on an individual basis will be prioritised, while ensuring that

persons at risk of statelessness are identified and assisted with documentation. In Côte d’Ivoire and Burkina Faso, identification of stateless

persons will be complemented with sensitization on nationality procedures. Provision of health care, water and sanitation facilities will also remain

vital. As more possibilities of return remain open for Sudanese, Ivorians, Ghanaian and Togolese refugees, the office will proactively promote

voluntary return, and support towards return and reintegration programmes, particularly in Ghana, Côte d’Ivoire, and Togo.   At the same time, the

office will support the local integration of those refugees unwilling to return home. 

  

In West Africa, UNHCR will continue operating under the supervisory responsibility of the UNHCR Regional Office for West Africa through regional

response frameworks. A similar approach will be adopted for IDPs in Burkina Faso, Cameroon, and Côte d’Ivoire, Niger, Mali and Nigeria.

Simultaneously, a multi-year protection and solutions strategy will be pursued in respect of Senegalese refugees in Gambia and Guinea Bissau,

Mauritanian refugees in Senegal and Mali, Ghanaian refugees in Togo, Togolese refugees in Ghana and for Ivorian Refugees in Liberia. Ongoing

advocacy for local integration will be maintained. The office will also capitalize on progress made since 2015 by the Economic Community of West

African States (ECOWAS) on reducing statelessness while building upon and consolidating results of the #IBelong statelessness campaign.
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2019 Budget for West Africa | USD

Operation
Pillar 1 

Refugee programme

Pillar 2 

Stateless programme

Pillar 3 

Reintegration projects

Pillar 4 

IDP projects
Total

Burkina Faso 26,857,898 436,361 0 3,000,000 30,294,259

Côte d Ivoire 3,279,672 9,431,205 3,088,491 0 15,799,369

Ghana 7,158,992 0 0 0 7,158,992

Liberia 11,041,618 0 0 0 11,041,618

Mali 8,282,250 0 8,049,999 1,100,000 17,432,250

Niger 57,142,543 916,541 0 17,869,824 75,928,908

Nigeria 34,607,605 0 27,086,020 31,371,611 93,065,236

Senegal Regional Office 31,524,129 2,564,750 0 0 34,088,879

Total 179,894,706 13,348,857 38,224,511 53,341,435 284,809,510


