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Subregion: North America and the Caribbean
| Antigua and Barbuda | The Bahamas | Barbados | Belize |British overseas territories (Anguilla, Bermuda,
British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, Turks and Caicos Islands, Montserrat) | Canada | Dominica |
Dominican Republic | Dutch overseas territories in the Caribbean (Aruba, Curaçao, Saint Maarten, Bonaire,
Saint Eustatius, Saba) | Grenada | Guyana | Haiti | Jamaica | Saint Kitts and Nevis | Saint Lucia | Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines | Suriname | Trinidad and Tobago |United States of America | Territories with
linkages to the United States (Puerto Rico and the United States Virgin Islands) |

Latest update of camps and office locations: October 2017.

Budgets and Expenditure in Subregion North America and the
Caribbean
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Operational environment
Canada continues to demonstrate a strong commitment to the protection of refugees within its jurisdiction and
globally through its robust asylum system, its high level of refugee admissions through resettlement, and financial
contributions to UNHCR as one of the top donors. This positive support for refugees extends to the Canadian
public, with funds raised through private sector partnerships having grown three-fold over the past three years.
Canada has seen an ongoing increase in the number of people seeking asylum in recent years, including a notable
increase in irregular arrivals from the United States of America.
As of early 2017, the operating environment in the United States of America considerably shifted as a result of
uncertainty regarding the continuity of the American refugee assistance policy and funding following the 2016
elections. Furthermore, instability in Central and South America prompted large movements of refugees
northwards, presenting new protection challenges for both the United States of America and countries in the
Caribbean.
Throughout 2017, the States and territories in the Caribbean pursued both regional and country-level efforts to
establish and strengthen protection-sensitive entry mechanisms, reception capacity, and asylum systems. As
population movements increase, the region remains committed to enhancing protection standards within the Brazil
Plan of Action.

Response and implementation
UNHCR continues supporting the Government of Canada to further align its asylum and detention systems to
international standards and to increase resettlement levels, including through additional pathways such as private
sponsors and scholarships. UNHCR intends to support Canada to maintain its fair asylum system with reasonable
processing timeframes in spite of the increasing numbers of asylum-seekers, and supporting authorities to
systematically implement alternatives to detention, for children and their parents, and people with mental health
needs. A reform to end immigration-related detention, especially of children, was initiated with UNHCR
accompanying the roll-out of alternatives to detention. UNHCR will also continue to work towards sustaining the
increased public interest and support for refugees in Canada and globally, by implementing an expanded
communication and visibility strategy.
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