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Plan Overview

Working environment
A record spike of new asylum applications since 2016 has placed considerable strain on refugee status
determination (RSD) procedures and asylum systems of various southern Latin American countries. At the end of
2016, the number of asylum-seekers in the region stood at some 12,000 people, and by June 2017 the number
increased to close to 20,500 asylum-seekers. Governments in the subregion are considering the adoption of
measures to control backlogs and reduce increasing numbers of unfounded asylum claims, improving the overall
efficiency of their systems.
Despite a favourable integration environment in the region, including right to work, access to education and health
services, sustainable socio-economic inclusion remains elusive, due to limited access to affordable housing and
decent employment opportunities.

Key priorities
In 2018, UNHCR will focus on:
Concluding the diagnosis phase of the Quality Assurance Initiative (QAI), and support implementation of QAI
recommendations, in Argentina, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Chile, and Peru, and by 2019 in Paraguay
and Uruguay;
Including vulnerable people of concern in targeted poverty reduction programmes;
Working closely with governments to promote the admission of refugees affected by major humanitarian
crises through the use of resettlement and alternative legal pathways (humanitarian visa schemes) Argentina
pledged to receive 3,000 Syrians, Chile to resettle 120 Syrians, and Uruguay to resettle ten families from the
North of Central America.
Implementing funds from the emerging resettlement countries joint support mechanism (ERCM) to promote
sustainable resettlement models.
Accession to the UN Conventions on Statelessness in Chile, and implementing measures to prevent
statelessness, as well as protect and facilitate the naturalization of stateless people in all six countries under
the Regional Office.
Promoting durable solutions, namely ensuring the successful local integration and self-reliance of refugees
and the establishment of a sustainable resettlement system.
Advocating and providing technical support to governments, as well as strengthening public, private and civil
society partnerships.

