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Operational Update 
Yemen marked a tragic anniversary in March, with the humanitarian 
crisis entering its fourth year. Across Yemen, with 89 percent of IDPs 
displaced for more than one year and amid severe economic decline, two 
million IDPs are facing increasing protection risks. Ongoing displacement 
from conflict-affected western coastal areas and other frontlines to the 
south, namely Al-Mahrah, Lahj, and Aden, continues to steadily rise. The 
total number of families displaced to southern governorates since 1 
December 2017 has reached 8,702 households, or 61,000 people. Over 
40,000 people have also been displaced within and to other governorates 
in recent months, and are struggling with a lack of work opportunities, 
restricted access to food, and inadequate accommodation, with families 
often sheltering in one room in overcrowded collective shelters.  

Refugees and asylum seekers have also been severely impacted by the 
conflict, and are increasingly dependent on financial assistance, as the 
disastrous humanitarian situation prevents their access to basic needs 
and self-reliance. The protection of refugee rights is routinely challenged, 
with UNHCR facing difficulties in preserving the protection space within 
an increasingly restrictive environment marked by elevated levels of 
arbitrary arrest and detention. 

Despite the widespread devastation which further deepens protection 
needs, UNHCR continues to respond to these challenges. With critical 
funding received from donors in early 2018, and in response to forced 
displacement, outreach and emergency response activities took place 
through UNHCR operational hubs in Sana’a, Aden, Hudaydah, Ibb and 
Sa’ada. During the first three months of 2018, 120,000 IDPs have already 
received life-saving assistance including essential core relief items 
(CRIs), emergency shelter kits and financial assistance for persons with 
serious medical conditions, vulnerable women-headed households, and 
those at risk of eviction and homelessness. 
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Transitional shelters for 1,700 families have been completed in Abs district, bringing 
much needed privacy and shelter to IDP families. Photo: UNHCR Hudaydah 
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IDP Response 
A UNHCR shelter project for a vulnerable displaced community in Abs district, Hajjah Governorate 
is now complete, with 1,700 shelters constructed. The shelters, which are located across six 
settlements, are home to families displaced by conflict for over two years. Previously living in unfinished 
and flimsy structures made of scrap material, families were exposed to the elements. The new shelters 
were designed in partnership and consultation with the community, and were constructed using local 
materials with thatched roofs, mud walls, plastic sheeting and a wooden frame for better privacy and 
protection from the elements. UNHCR is aiming to construct a further 3,000 shelters in 2018, to support 
33,000 people in total. 

In the northern governorate of Amran, an assessment of over 1,000 IDP households fleeing 
escalating hostilities in Al Jawf Governorate is underway. Conditions among the newly displaced are 
dire, with families carrying few possessions after fleeing in haste. Increasing vulnerability among the host 
community in Amran has also led to rising competition for access to public services, along with critical 
health and water, sanitation and hygiene services provided by humanitarian actors, underlining the sheer 
scale of needs in country, with some 22.2 million people in need of humanitarian assistance.  

UNHCR has observed increasing psychological stress on the Yemeni population, in particular 
among the internally displaced population. UNHCR has expanded mental health and psychosocial 
services (MHPSS), including through increasing the capacity of national partners to respond and refer 
cases for appropriate services, supporting communities’ resilience, promoting mechanisms for social 
support and providing specialised services to individuals with mental health needs. Prolonged conflict and 
displacement-induced stress, exacerbated by crumbling national health services, has placed further 
urgency on UNHCR’s wider protection response, with over 17,000 IDPs accessing MHPSS during a three-
month period alone. UNHCR expects this worrying trend to continue, as the conflict persists.   

Much needed assistance reached IDPs across Yemen, targeting vulnerable, newly displaced 
families. Distributions of essential household items (CRIs including blankets, mattresses and kitchen sets) 
in conflict-affected areas took place Al Garrahi district in Hudaydah for 410 families, along with emergency 
cash support for 147 households in Sana’a, and solar lanterns for 218 families without electricity in Dhamar 
city. In the Kitaf district of Al Jawf, a distribution of essential household items for 1,000 families was also 
completed. Newly displaced individuals report that daily hostilities and damage to their private properties 
forced them to flee. School attendance is high among the concerns of new IDPs to the area, but local 
schools have imposed a prohibitive cost (1000 YER) per student in support of teacher salaries. In 
neighbouring Sa’ada Governorate, emergency shelter assistance also reached 500 displaced families.  

Refugee Response 
A leap forward for refugee children's education took place on 26 March, with UNHCR signing a 
partnership agreement with the Minister of Education in Aden. The agreement with the Government 
of Yemen aims to integrate refugee children into the Yemeni national education system. Education 
continues to be a critical tool in helping refugees become self-reliant as Yemen faces an uncertain future. 

The 11th boat movement departed to Berbera, Somalia on 28 March with 128 refugees on board.  
The total number of Somalis returning through Assisted Spontaneous Return (ASR) so far stands at 
1,487 persons (673 persons in 2018). The number of Somali refugees who have moved from Sana’a 
and elsewhere to apply for ASR in Aden is increasing. The vast majority of cases are extremely 
vulnerable, including persons living with specific needs, and in need of shelter, food and medical 
assistance. In 2018, UNHCR is working toward the roll-out of the ASR programme to Somalis living in 
northern governorates.  

In late March, the UNHCR supported Migration and Refugee Studies Center held a training for 40 
staff at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Sana’a. The two-day training focused on refugee issues, 
including International Refugee Law, UNHCR’s mandate, Yemeni legislation in dealing with refugee 
issues as well as contemporary refugee challenges in the country. The training is part of a concerted 
effort to combat the shrinking asylum space and broaden refugee protection understanding among the 
authorities. 


