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Highlights 
In March, in collaboration with the National Agency for Civil Registration (ANRPTS) 
of Mauritania, UNHCR launched the out-of-camp registration exercise for Malian 
refugees living outside Mbera camp. After discussions with ANRPTS, it was agreed 
that registered persons would be referred to the nearest ANRPTS office for data 
verification and confirmation. This will be of paramount importance for UNHCR to widen 
its protection space in the moughata of Bassikounou.  

From 30 March to 6 April, in partnership with the Arabic Institute for Human Rights, 
a delegation of authorities and civil society members accompanied by the UNHCR 
Representative to Mauritania visited Tunisia. The purpose of the visit was to 
exchange good practices between Mauritania and Tunisia on mixed movement 
management and refugee protection. During their study visit, the delegation met with the 
UNHCR Special Envoy for the Mediterranean Situation, Vincent Cochetel, 
representatives from several ministries including the Ministry of Social Affairs and the 
Ministry of Foreign affairs, as well as actors from the civil society. In addition to Tunis, 
the delegation visited the cities of Zarzis and Sfax (in the south of Tunisia) in order to 
assess the Tunisian-Libyan border situation, meeting with local authorities. This 
reciprocal action was organized in response to the Tunisian delegation’s visit of last year. 

Population Movements  
Since the beginning of 2019, due to the volatile situation in North and Central Mali, 
UNHCR has registered 2,161 new arrivals in Mbera camp, located near the border 
with Mali. The increase in arrivals of refugees is due in most part to the deteriorating 
security situation in central Mali, the registration of new born babies, and the 
regularization of inactive cases. As of 23 April 2019, the number of Malian refugees 
seeking asylum at Mbera camp stands at 58,348. UNHCR’s registration of asylum-
seekers and refugee status determination is ongoing within the urban areas of 
Nouakchott and Nouadhibou. To date, 1,430 refugees and 1,236 asylum-seekers 
(mainly from the Central African Republic, Syria and Côte d’Ivoire) are receiving 
protection and assistance. 

UNHCR Response  

UNCHR launched its first cash delivery through ATMs for refugees in Nouakchott 
on 8 April, in partnership with El Aman Bank (BEA). The distribution through electronic 
cards targeted those refugees in receipt of scholarships and persons with special needs. 
Providing refugees with cash assistance enables them to fulfil their needs in a dignified 
manner, as well as contributing to the local economy. To date, UNHCR has distributed 
215 prepaid cards.  

On 8 April, UNHCR met with the Mauritanian Ministry of Health to discuss 
healthcare in Hodh Echargui region for Malian refugees and the host community. 
The Mauritanian Government asked UNHCR to take over the coordination role between 
all relevant stakeholders and to design a roadmap by 20 June. 

The World Bank has advised that they are increasing the funds allocated to the 
IDA 18 Sub-Refugee Window to USD $60m over four years (up from USD $30m) to 
enable them to better cover the needs assessed in the district of Bassikounou where 
Mbera camp is located. The WB is also adding one project on the urbanization of the 
Bassikounou-Mbera area to the three initial projects (health, social registry and safety 
nets, and water/sanitation). 

On 9 April, during a press conference in his role as RC ad interim, the UNHCR 
Representative in Mauritania thanked the Government of Japan for donating $3.8 
million to Malian refugees in Mbera camp and the Mauritanian population living in the 
Hodh Ecchargui region. 

Special thanks to our donors: 
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Key figures: 

 

58,348 Malian 

refugees in Mbera 
camp1 

 

4,731 Malian 

refugees with specific 
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2,666 refugees and 

asylum-seekers 
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areas1 

 

2,161 arrivals from 

Mali at Mbera refugee 

camp since 1 January 

2019 (5,900 in 2018)1 
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USD 19.3 M 

required for 2019 
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