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USD 86.7 M 
Requested for Cameroon 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

POPULATION OF CONCERN (1,171,228 AS OF 31 DECEMBER)  
 

 

FUNDING (AS OF 31 DECEMBER) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

255,282 

100,371 

24,673 

8,117 

244,347 

437,513 

100,925 

CAR REFUGEES IN RURAL AREAS

NIG REFUGEES IN RURAL AREAS

URBAN REFUGEES*

ASYLUM SEEKERS**

IDPs FAR NORTH***

IDPs NORTH-WEST/SOUTH-WEST****

RETURNEES***

Cameroon 
 December 2018 
  

Cameroon currently has  

1,171,228 people of concern, 

including 274,688 Central 

African and 102,287 Nigerian 

refugees.   

  

Activation of a Level 2 

emergency for UNHCR’s 

response to the situation in the 

North-West and South-West 

regions. 

  

Biometric registration of out-of-

camp Nigerian refugees in the 

Far North region continued 

throughout the month of 

December.  
 

Funded: 56% 

48.9 M 

UNHCR PRESENCE 
Staff: 236 

143 National Staff 
44 International Staff 
49 Affiliate workforce (9 International and 40 National) 
 

10 OFFICES: 

Representation – Yaounde 
Sub Offices – Bertoua, Meiganga and Maroua 
Field Offices – Batouri, Djohong, Touboro, Douala and Buea 
Field Unit – Kousseri 

Gap: 46% 

37.8 M 

*Incl. 19,406 Central Africans and 1,916 Nigerian refugees living in urban areas. 

**Incl. 6,533 Central Africans and 39 Nigerian asylum seekers living in urban areas. 

*** Source: IOM DTM #15.  

****Source: OCHA.  
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WORKING WITH PARTNERS 
UNHCR coordinates protection and assistance for persons of concern in collaboration with:  

 Government Partners: Ministries of External Relations, Territorial Administration, Economy, Planning and Regional 
Development, Public Health, Women Empowerment and Family, Social Affairs, Justice, Basic Education, Water and 
Energy, Youth and Civic Education, the National Employment Fund and others, Secrétariat Technique des Organes 
de Gestion du Statut des réfugiés.  

 Implementing Partners: Africa Humanitarian Action (AHA), African Initiatives for Relief and Development (AIRD), 
Agence pour le Développment Economique et Social (ADES), Catholic Relief Services (CRS), FAIRMED, International 
Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC), Intersos, International Medical Corps (IMC), Lutheran World Federation (LWF), 
Plan International, Première Urgence - Internationale (PUI) and Public Concern. 

 Operational Partners: ICRC, Adventist Relief Agency (ADRA), ASOL, Red Deporte, IEDA Relief, Action Contre la 
Faim (ACF), Solidarités International and CARE International. 

 UN Agencies: WFP, UNICEF, WHO, UNFPA, UN Women, FAO, UNESCO, IOM, UNDP and UNOCHA. 

 Operational coordination: The response for Central African refugees is managed in line with the Refugee 
Coordination Model. Sectorial groups have been established by UNHCR, covering the whole operational area. Local 
authorities have been very engaged in the management of the refugee operation. At the capital-level, UNHCR leads 
the Multi-Sector Operations Team for the Refugee Response and the national Protection Working Group, and actively 
participates in other relevant humanitarian coordination mechanisms and the Humanitarian Country Team.  

 
 

MAIN HIGHLIGHTS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
 

 As the humanitarian situation in the North-West and South-West regions of Cameroon deteriorated throughout the 
last quarter of 2018, with increased displacement within and across borders, the UN Humanitarian Country team 
unanimously approved, on 4 December, the idea of an agency-based Emergency  
Level 2 Declaration with the aim of possibly reaching a system wide “scale up”. Clusters were already activated in 
October and UNHCR had assumed leadership of the Protection and Shelter/NFI clusters. UNHCR opened an office 
in Buea (South West region) in September 2018 and plans to open an office in Bamenda (North West region) during 
the first quarter of 2019. There are over 437,000 IDPs in the North West and South West regions and some 32,000 
refugees in Nigeria. 
 

 On 19 December, UNHCR and Crédit du Sahel presented a microcredit programme for the benefit of refugee 
populations in Cameroon with the aim of reducing their dependence on humanitarian assistance and to push instead 
towards their self-reliance.  It is in response to UNHCR's advocacy that Crédit du Sahel will now facilitate access to 
microcredits for refugees in order to allow them to engage in various economic activities regardless of their origin and 
wherever they are located in Cameroon. Ultimately, UNHCR and its partners hope to reach more than 2,500 refugees 
through this programme. 
 

 On 18 and 19 December, the Ministry of Economy, Planning and Regional Development (MINEPAT) and UNHCR 
organized in Bertoua the validation workshop of the Support Plan for 17 main municipalities that host Central 
African refugees in the East, Adamaoua and North regions. During this workshop, the mayors of the concerned 
municipalities reported the priorities resulting from the community consultations and finalized them with the 
departmental representatives of the concerned sectoral ministries with the aim of aligning these needs with national 
sectoral policies and strategies (sectors of education, health, water, civil status, agriculture, livestock and trade). Also 
participating in these discussions with the MINEPAT, and the Ministries of Decentralization and Local Development 
and of Territorial Administration at the central level, were representatives of the IDA 18 projects (community 
development and social safety nets), the World Bank, other UN agencies and international NGOs. The validated 
document will then be submitted for strategic validation at the central level. The Support Plan aims to be both an 
assembly of concrete responses to refugee and host population’s needs, and a reference document for public, 
development and humanitarian actors that will serve to facilitate the strategic coordination of investments and other 
support benefiting municipalities that are the most impacted by the presence of refugees. It is part of a holistic 
approach to facilitate the transition from humanitarian response to development, based on community / geographical 
targeting, and not on the status of beneficiaries. 
 

 A joint WFP-UNHCR mission was carried out the localities of Timangolo and Kette (East region) from 2-5 December 
2018. The objective of the mission was to meet with beneficiaries of cash assistance and with concerned partners 
(Plan, Catholic Relief Services and MTN) in order to assess the risks of abuse of power by actors involved in 
monetary assistance. These exchanges allowed the mission to be informed about the various intervention 
modalities, gaps and recommendations mainly aimed at the self-reliance of refugees. This mission was followed by a 



 
 

 
 

FACTSHEET  >  Cameroon – December 2018 

 www.unhcr.org 3 

 

roundtable discussion on 6 December hosted by WFP and UNHCR in Yaounde with key actors (financial service 
providers, humanitarian agencies, donors, national regulators, etc.) to debrief on the mission findings and to discuss 
existing measures and what more can be done to reduce risks related to abuse of power related to monetary 
assistance. 

 
 From 10-13 December, the Korea International Cooperation Agency, carried out a mission to the East and 

Adamaoua regions. The objective of the mission was to evaluate efforts being carried out and achievements made 
with funding provided since 2015, in order to assist Central African refugees. The delegation met with local authorities 
and with refugees in Mbilé, Gado and Garoua Boulai and were able to see first-hand the activities carried out in the 
sectors of education, WASH, health, livelihoods and civil documentation. 

 
 On 3 December 2018, a mission of German parliamentarians of the Bundestag led by H.E .Mr. Hans-Dieter Stell, 

Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to Cameroon, undertook a mission to the Far North region in order 
to obtain a better understanding of the ongoing humanitarian situation. The delegation visited the IDP site of Zamai, 
Gourenguel transit center where a briefing on protection and assistance issues for asylum seekers was presented, 
and thereafter visited Minawao refugee camp to oversee the infrastructure / work being carried out. This enabled the 
delegation to oversee the efforts being made by the Cameroonian Government, UNHCR and partners in the 
multisectoral response to host and refugee communities. Exchanges with members of the refugee community (focus 
group) helped to provide an understanding on themes of common concern (security, repatriation, self-reliance, etc). 

 
 Biometric registration for out-of-camp Nigerian refugees began in November 2018 in the department of Logone-

et-Chari in collaboration with local authorities, the Joint Protection Committees and Intersos (UNHCR’s implementing 
partner).   It is fully in line with the recommendations of the session of the Technical Working Group of the Tripartite 
Agreement held in August 2018, with a view to putting in place sustainable solutions and free movement of the 
populations concerned. In December, the exercise also began in the department of Mayo-Tsanaga where 3,519 
individuals had been registered by 28 December.  

 
 In the South West region, in Meme and Manyu divisions, NFI kits were distributed despite ongoing insecurity and 

the interruption to transportation. By end December, a total of 4,607 NFI kits had been distributed covering the needs 
of 27,642 people. Both Douala and Kumba warehouses are now cleared of NFI kits. Instead, 2,272 shelter kits of the 
4,000 planned for 20,000 IDPs have been delivered to UNHCR’s warehouse in Douala, where they will be stored until 
distribution begins this month. In addition, recent protection monitoring missions have identified and documented a 
total 1,245 protection incidents since mid-November 2018. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

EXTERNAL / DONOR RELATIONS 
 

Special thanks to the major donors of unrestricted and regional funds to Cameroon in 2018 
African Development Bank | Canada | CERF | European Union | France | Japan | Republic of Korea | Sweden | United Kingdom | United States of 

America | Dutch Postcode Lottery (NPL) | Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation | Private donors Spain | UN Programme on HIV/AIDS 
Special thanks to the major donors of unrestricted and regional funds 
Sweden (98 M) | Norway (43 M) | Netherlands (39 M) | United Kingdom (32 M) | Denmark (25 M) | Australia (19 M) | Switzerland (15 M) 
Thanks to other donors of unrestricted and regional funds 
Algeria | Bosnia and Herzegovina | Canada | China | Estonia | Finland | Iceland | Indonesia | Kuwait | Lithuania | Luxembourg | Monaco | 

Montenegro | New Zealand | Qatar | Republic of Korea | Russian Federation | Serbia | Singapore | Sri Lanka | Thailand | Turkey | UN Peacebuilding 

Fund | United Arab Emirates | Uruguay | Private Donors 
 

 
CONTACTS 
Xavier Bourgois, Public Information Officer 
bourgois@unhcr.org, Tel: +237 222 202 954, Cell +237 690 049 996 
 

Kabami Kalumiya, Associate External Relations Officer  
kalumiya@unhcr.org, Tel: +237 222 202 954, Cell +237 691 141 226 
 
 

LINKS : https://data2.unhcr.org/en/country/cmr – Twitter : @RefugeesCmr – Facebook : UNHCR Cameroun – Instagram: hcrcameroun 
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