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AT A GLANCE

PEOPLE OF CONCERN

A total of 570,00(people of concern

m Refugees and asylum-
seekers 146,000 (26%)

234,000
(41%)

m Internally displaced
people

Other people of
concern (returnees) 190,000

(33%)

Thissupplementary ppeal does not cover activities foopulatiors of concernto UNHCHn the Lhited Sates of Americaand Canada.
Overall fgures aredisplayed abovéo illustrateregional displacement trends.

A total of USD 23.7 milliot in financialrequirementsis neededor the Northern Triangle
of Central America situation, including USD 18.1 million in additional requirements, for the
period Januarnpbecember 2016:

A
A

>\

USD 10.5 million for Mexico

USD 10 million fothe PanamaRegional Offic¢including Guatemala, El Salvador,
Honduras and Nicaragua)

USD 1.3 million for Costa Rica
USD 1.6 million for Belize
USD 0.3 million faregional activities

*This total includesupport costg7 per ceny
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Introduction

This supplementarympealis presented as a followp of the Protection and Solutions Stratefgy

the Northern Triangleof Central America (NTChunched in December 201% outinesUNHCR' s
protection and solutions interventions planned for 2016 to respondadalitional and most urgent
needs of refugegsasylumseekers, returneesnd internally displaced people from the NTCA in
countries of origin, transit and asylymncompassing Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, and Panama.

In recent years NTCAcountries— El Salvador, Guatemala and Hondurabave seen a dramatic
escalation in violencby organized criminal groupgurrent homicide ratesare amongthe highest

ever recorded in the region and areas deadly as many contemporary amnheonflicts. Sexual
violence is also prevalent, with the overwhelming majority of victims being girls between the ages of
10 and 19 yeardisappearances, forced recruitment into ganged the sexual exploitationf girls

and women alsdorm part of the mttern of violenceThe extraordinary epidemic of violence
compellinga diverse range opeople to flee their homes and to seek international protection,
particularly in bordering and nearby countries.

In 2015, asylum applications from NTCA citizereched 8,877 in the region nearlydouble the
numberlodged in 2014 @,752), while the number of recognized refugeesched 31219—a 41 per
cent increase over 2014. The majority of the NT€#igee population is in the United State$
America with a significant and increasing presenceBiglize,Costa Ricand Mexica as well as to a
lesser butstill significantextent in Nicaragua and Panamf@among tlose fleeingare growing numbers
of women and girls and unaccompanied and sepatatkildrenwho are particularly vulnerable to
sexual assault, human trafficking and other protection risks duringatdismient. The capacity of
certain gangs and organized criminal groupghe NTCAo act trarsmationally generates a risk of
continuing persecution for NTCA asyhseekers and refugees. Protection riske also high for
certain refugeesprofiles, such aslesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and interdeXERT)l people
among others.

In 2015, morethan 230,000 NTCA citizens were apprehended by authorities and refutmeteir
countries of origin, reportedly mainly from thénited Statesand Mexico This number has been in
constant upward trend in the last five years, progressively resultingwoddld increase compared
to the 2011 baselineMany returnees who fled violence fear returning to their neighbourhoadd
become internally displacedme returneeshave been identifiedy gang near reception centres
and elsewheren countries of origi, and have been killed shortly after return.

Foreed internal displacement due to the violence in the NTCA also appears wides@idaaligh

data is fragmened. In Honduras, in just 20 outf some 300 municipalities, the oc8ernment
identified 174,000people displaced due to violence between 2004 and 2014, representing some 4
per cent of the populationMost internally displaced peopl@DP$ are almost invisible victims of the

1 These include @oplereturned to their countries of origin either voluntarily or involuntayisgome of whom may have
protection needs



violence, lone individuals and families who leave their communities didgraet keep a low profile
to avoid drawing the attention of their persecutors.

The widespread protection risks for asyhsmekers, refugees, returnees and IDPs require an urgent,
strategic and regional response close coordination with all relevardtakeholders and UNHCR
appeals to its donors for urgent financial support to meet the needs of up to 570,000 people of
concern.

Population data

POPULATION OH PROJECTED
CONCERN POPULATION OH
CONCERN
2015 2016
NTCAefugeesand asylumseekers 2,852 7,600

NTCAefugeesand asylumseekers 751 6,200
NTCAefugeesand asylumseekers 432 600
NTCAefugeesandasylumseekers 1,314 3,400
NTCAefugeesandasylumseekers 540 1,500
Other peopleof concern? 106,488 106,000
Other peopleof concern? 52,198 52,000
Internallydisplacedpeople 174,000 190,000

Other people of concern? 75,875 76,000

SUBTOTAL 414,450 443,300

NTCAefugeesandasylumseekers 3,451 3,700

UL RS EIEHa A El | NTCAefugeesand asylumseekers 98,923 123,000
TOTAE 516,824 570,000

1 UNHCR projections. For refugead asylursseekers, the estimates are based on new asylum claims observed during the
first months of 2016. For IDPs in Honduras, the increase is based on average annual numbéravh iRgto 2014. For

other people of concerrrdturned populatiol, 2016 figuresare assumed to be the same as in 2015, given the observed
trends in returns fronthe United Stategincreasing) and from Mexico (decreasing) during the first months of 2016.

2Returned population from the United Statesd Mexico tdNTCA countries

3 Thissupplementary ppeal does not cover activities fpopulatiors of concern in the Wited Satesandin CanadaOverall
figures aredisplayed abovéo illustrate regional displacement trends.



Financial summary (USD)

UNHCR' s budget for 2016 (as approved by the Exe

amounts to USD 5.5 million. The additional requirements presented inafigeal total USD18.1
million, as shown in the centre column of the tabledse] includng support costs (7 per cent

NTCA SITUATION

gxgoé"T TOTAL REVISE
OPERATION UBG REQUIREMENT

excluding the
NTCA suation ExCom Budget Additional FOR 2016
related to the requirements Total
NTCA ituation q
Panama
(including NTCA) 7,430,594 2,550,090 6,936,085 9,486,175 16,916,769

Mexico 2,328,867 2,999,159 7,037,811] 10,036,970 12,365,837
Costa Rica 3,137,115 || S 1,216,761 1,216,761 4,353,876
Belize 162,083 [ 1,473,355 1,473,355 1,635,438

gll?)ﬁglloa?ci:v?trilgs 2"‘91’571- 281,206 281,206 2,772,777

Subtotal 15,550,230 5,549,249 16,945,218 22,494,467 38,044,697

(7 per ceng
| | 5549249 18,131,383 23,680,632 39,230,862

*This supplementarybudget includedJSD 4.9illion budget presented in thBrotectionand Solutions Stragy for the
Northern Triangle o€entral America (NTClaunded inDecember 2015

Overall strategy and coordination

A comprehensive response to thggotection situation will require distinct but complementary
actions atthe national level in NTCA countries and in States of transit and asylemforced by
cooperation at the regional and international levek, including through the Central American
Integration System (SICA&)dthe support of thewider UN systenand the civil society

UNHCR' s Protection anhd NTEA kituatidn dsnfeame® undex the @nazil f o r
Declaration and Plan of Action adopted in December 2@khsuresthat prevention, protection and
solutiors interventions are embedded within comprehensive effertto address root causes of
displacement, includinthrough existing national and regional strategiasdtaking into account the
magnitude and patterns of displacement and profiles of displamaple There igarticular focus on

the specificneeds of ciidren, women,and LGBTpopulationsof concern.lt aims at adressing the
protection needs of populationsf three main groups: a) asyluseekers and refugees, including

those in transit; byeturned peoplewith specific needs and vulnerabilities; andraernally displaced

people



In order to support protectiorof, and providesolutionsto, asylumseekers and refugees aountries

of transit an drateggfgclsesnon thithameniationa ofidentification and referral
mechanisms, adequate reception arrangements, alternatives to detention, and access to asylum
procedures, as well as supporting local integration opportunities and targeted resettlement.

U N H C Rrategy adms to support authoriés in countries of origin to reinforce existing prevention

and national protection response mechanisms to mitigate the effects of internal displacement,
including strengthening welfare institutiltons for
alsoincludes advocacy and awarengsssing activities on thevolvingprotection situation, support

to capacity building ohational institutions and the strengthening of protection responses to the

needs ofpeopleof concern

Enhancing regional cooperati@nd partnerships tomplement responsibilisharingarrangements

to address the humanitarian impact of displacemestan essentialcomponent of the gategy.
UNHCR seeks to strengthen the irégyency response to displacement in the regionito continue

to work closely with the United Nations Development Group in Latin America and the Caribbean
(UNDG LACHIlongside UN Resident CoordinatddlNHCR will continue to ledtie existinginter-
agency Protection Task Forces and Protection GrougsTi@Acountries andPanamaalong with

other international organizationsincluding UNICEF, UNFRRCHA,ICRCIOM and international
NGOs

; A
\ !
Sz

% ~

Sister Nelly runs the Jtatic Samuel Ruiz Shelter in southern Mexico. In 2015 the shelter hosted m®/@)than
migrantsin needwho arrived in MexicdAUNHCR / Sebastian Rich



PLANNED RESPONSE
NORTHERN TRIANGLE OF CENTRAL AMERICA

EXisting response

Since the launch of the Protection and Solutions Strategy for the NTCA in December 2015, UNHCR
has gradually scaled up its operational presence in El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala tatensure
least aminimal operational structure. However, the existihgman resources capacity is far from
adequate and requires significant enhancement. UNHCR offices in these countries also strengthened
collaboration with government counterpartsand expanded its protection partner networks.
Notably, UNHCRd Solutins &trategyt haso been antroduced and discussed with
international and national stakeholders in the NTCA countries.

The challenges posed by extensive forced displacement are gradhgdtly recognized by NTCA
governments. Yet the lack of comprelsive data about where IDPs are locatatput their needs

and protection issues, has impeded the development of a protection respomseé no NTCA
government has yet created a population data system for IDRe. main priority therefore, is to
produce a lktter estimate of the magnitude of displacement in order to deploy an appropriate
response to existing protection needdeasures to address the urgent protection risks faced by IDPs
remain at a nascent stage of development. With the exception of Hondthiasgountries in the
region have not yet taken steps to adopt laws or policies specifically recognizing the rights ¢ IDPs;
define policies for achieving solutions; identify responsibilities and governance structures;tor
allocatefunding fromnational budgets to the issue.

UNHCR is assisting governments to establish appropriate reception conditions and mechanisms to
identify the protection needs of people who have been voluntarily or involuntarily returned to their
home countries. UNHGIBd protection working groups are being strengthened in the three NTCA
countries to coordinate UN efforts as well as those of other international organizations.
Nevertheless, current resources cannot meet the overwhelming protection needs in the region.

Strategyand coordination

UNHCR plans to significantly scale up its operational capacity in El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras
in order to better respond to complex protection and programmatic needs; conduct profiling
exercises for IDPs in El Salvador and Guateraalinitiate a Protection Transfer Arrangement (PTA)

pilot out of El Salvador. In Honduras, UNHCR will focus on building capacity of the recently
established Inteinstitutional Commission for the Protection of Persons Displaced by Violence.
Strengthenmng interagency protection working groups and task forces where UNHCR works in

10



coordination with other UN agencies, including UNICEF, UNFPA and I0M, will be a priority in the
three NTCA countries.

UNHCR’' s national of fi c e s supporttd dewelop\h@ticnal lavoandiar r i e s
policies toaddressprotection needsin each country, based on humanitarian and development
principles ad an age, gender and divers#gnsitive approach. Operational field offices in critical
locations will be estalished to meet the growing protectiogapsof people in rural and border areas,
particularly in Guatemala and Honduras.

REGIONAL OFFICE PANAMA

UNHCR" s Regi onal Of f i ctee RegionaPRaoteationaandi Selutionsn@trategyne nt i |
for the NTChAsituationin close collaboration with partner§ he Regi on al Of fice ov
operations in El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala, as well as offices in Costa Rica and Mexico. It
also covers protection activities in Cylzand also ifNicaraguavhere UNHCR has not yet established

an operational presence . It also leads the Regional Protection Working Group which supports the
strategy and development of national protection networks in the NTCA countyidsiCRs Regi onal
Office is also implementingdvocacy actions relating to the increased needs in the region.

The main priorityof the Officeis to provide assisance tothe operations in their heightened
response to existing protection needs. Panama, the Office willsosupport continued acces®
territory and quality RSD procedures to people in need of international protection, and strengthen an
effective referral mechanism for those cases that need assistance.

Planned activities

Favourable protection environment
Access to territory andisk of refoulement A Conduct border monitdngto identify vulnerable
reduced high-risk cases and offer appropriate protection

response particularlyin Guatemala and Honduras

Fair protection processes and documentation
Access toand quality of status determination = A Strengther the asylum system to ensure fair and

procedures improved efficient asylum refugee status determination
proceduresn the region
Reception conditions A Improwe and expand shelter infrastructure and

transit cente conditions and provid assistance to

the most vulnerable individuals and families

NTCA countries, particularly Guatemala.

A Provide ndividual support fopeoplebenefiting

from the PTA programmi@ El Salvador
Registration and profiling A Conduct pofiling of the internal displacement

situationin NTCA countriesnd strengthen
protection responses in El Salvador and Guatem

Searrity from violence and exploitation

Protection of children Promote and implementhild-safe spaces

guaranteeing that girls and boys are safeguardec

11



from all forms of violence, abuse, neglect and
exploitationin NTCAountries.

A Support Governments in their efforts to establish
reception procedures, which includeeh
identification of displaced children and adolescer
with protection needs and the conduction of best
interest assessments/determinatian NTCA
countries

A Expand and strengthen local child protection
systems to provide alternative care options for
displaced children and familiaa NTCA countries

Logistics and operations support

Operation management, coordination and A Reinforcethe operational capacityf partnersto
support enhance the implementation of activities in light ¢
the growing need the region

Financial requirements (USD)

To address th@rotection needs of the people of concern who have been displagithin and from
Honduras, Guatemala and El Salvadsra result of the violencand insecurity including asylum
seekers andrefugees, returnees with protection needs and IDRENHCR has established a
supplementary budget fothe Regional Office in Panamaincluding additional requirements of
USD7.4 million, as shown in the table below.

EXCOM Additional
BUDGET REQUIREMENT®

ExCom budget fo

the operation

related to the
situation

(USD) (USD) (USD)

as of June 2016 as of June 2016

Favourable protection environment
Access to territory andefoulement
risk reduced

Fair protection processes and documentation

- 148,820 148,820

Status determination procedures - 391,042 391,042
Reception conditions 1,031,195 2,547,975 3,579,170
Registration and profiling 1,518,895 1,558,708 3,077,603

Security from violence and exploitation
Protection of children - 1,144,770

1,144,770

Logistics and operations support
Operation management,
coordination and support

- 1,144,770 1,144,770

Support costs 485,526 485,526

2,550,090 7,421,611 9,971,701

12



MEXICO

EXisting response

The protection needs of the massive number of people from the NTCA who enter Mexico have
generally been overlooked, in large part because they ludtegn been viewed as migrants in transit.
There have been insufficient efforts to inform people with international protection needs of their
right to seek asylum and to ensutieir access to refugee status determination procedirds a
result, ess thanl per cent of theestimatednumber of peopleérom the NTCA who irregulargnter

the countryapply for asylum. This has a significant impact on protection because individuals who do
not apply for asylum generally continue their journey north in very dangerondittons. Many are
detained and returned to their country of origibut many are compelled to again try the same or
similarroute shortly after.

The situation is however,evolving rapidly and an increasing number of individuals from the NTCA
understaind they can seek asylum in Mexico. Between 2013 and 2015 the number of asdiars

in Mexico increased by 162 per cent3,423individuals, 89 per cent of whom were from the NTCA.
The number of new asyluseekers per month rose steadily during 201% duwther increased in the

first quarter of 2016 to 1,467 people. As a result of the rising number of claimants, coupled with a
decline in withdrawal of claims ara concurrent increase inhe recognition rate to above 60 per
cent thus far in 2016, the nuiver of newlyrecognized refugees is expected to increase fourfold
between 2015 to 2016.

Based on the above, UNHCR is dramatically steppngnass information activities to raise
awareness among potential asyleseekers of their right to seek asylum.eTffice has initiated
discussions with its main government counterparts to further support the national asylum system as
well as to significantly invest in improved reception arrangements and to enhance local integration.
In support of Government effortshe Office is currently discussing with the authorities on the
possibility to expand refugee status determination (RSD) capacity and field presence, including
through additional mobile interview teams of the Mexican Commission for Aid to Refugees (COMAR).
UNHCR is also conducting border and detention monitoring activities and providing technical
recommendations based on its findingend isenhancingthe capacity of civil society shelters and
expanding cashased assistance.

Strategy and coordination

UNHQ® will seek to strengthen its support @OMARas requiredio expand RSD capacitycluding
registration, quality of RSD decisioand field presenceGiven the strairon the asylum system
created by the increase in new arrivals, additional monitoriagacity, including through civil society
protection networks, is required in border areas, migration detention centres and along the
dangerous routes used by migrants and people of concern alike. In light of the dramatic increase in
the number of new arrigls, far more is required to expand shelter space (including for
unaccompanied and separated children (UASC), families, single women and LGBT]I), build the capacity

13



of staff and offer a comprehensive range of support, including psychological counsetbngaition
on the asylum procedure and legal aid.

This will also facilitate efforts to promote the systematic use of alternatives to detention.
Complementary cashssistace for those not in shelters witle stepped upas a strategy to further
reduce the percentage of asylum applicants who abandon the procedure. UNHCR is currently
developing itslivelihoods and durable solutionsstrategy to strengthen partnershipswith local
governments and the private secttw respondto the massive increase in the number of refugees.

Planned activities

Favourable protection environment

Access to legal assistance and remedies A Expand legal aid services to a greater number of
individuals and on a broader range of strategic
concernshrough a decentralized legal aid networ
that brings together over 10 organisations in at
least 7 states.

Access to territory andisk of refoulement A Create additional and build the capacity of existir

reduced community-based protection networksvolving
church and community leaders to ensure those ir
need of international protection receive adequate
information on how to access the asylum
procedure, in particul
border.

Fair protection processes and documentation

Access to and quality of status determination A  Strengthen the asylum system to ensure fair and

procedures improved efficient asylum refugee status determination
procedures.

A Increase capacity to ensure access to asylum an
prevent potential refoulement thragh enhanced
UNHCR detention and border monitoring and
presence.

A Enhance the dissemination of information on how
to access the asylum procedure through improve
protection screening by migration authorities,
information offices of municipal authorities dn
civil society protection networks.

Reception conditionsmproved A Increase the capacity of at least 20 civil society
shelters to expand assistance (material and
psychosocial) and livelihoods opportunities in saf
environments to asylurseekersand integration
support to refugees, including families, UASCs,
women, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and
intersex (LGBTI) people and survivors of sexual
genderbased violence (SGBV).

Basic needs and essential services

Population has sufficienbasic and domestic A Increase cashased interventions and vouchers b

items 150 per cent over the amount provided in the firs
half of 2016, thereby complementing the
assistance provided by government and civil
society shelters, including by bolstering|di
monitoring and interventions.

14



Community empowerment and saiéliance
Selfreliance and livelihoodsmproved A Develop alliances with local governments and the
private sector and provide access to salfiance,
vocational and technical training amhsure the
inclusion of people of concern in the formal labot
market or access to seimployment

Financial requirements (USD)

To address the needs of the people of concern who have been displaced from NTCA countries as a
result of violence andnsecurity, UNHCR has established a supplementary budget for Mexico,
including additional requirements of USD 7.5 million, as shown in the table below.

EXCOM Additional
BUDGET REQUIREMENT

ExCom budget fo

TOTAL

the operation

related to the
situation

(USD) (USD) (USD)

as of June 2016 as of June 2016

Favourable protection environment

Acces§ to legal assistance and 283,168 250,611 533.779
remedies
Access to territory andefoulement 614,918 1,283,687 1,898,605

riskreduced

Fair protection processes amldcumentation

Reception conditions 1,404,378 1,737,572 3,141,950
Status determination procedures 321,293 1,236,349 1,557,642

Basic needs and essential services
Basic and domestic items 121,793
Community empowerment and sealéliance

Selfreliance and livelihoods 253,609 1,276,536 1,530,145

1,253,056 1,374,849

Support costs 492,647 492,647
Total 2,999,159 7,530,458 10,529,617
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COSTA RICA

Existing response

Costa Rica is facing an unabated increase in asylum trends. New asylum applications from El
Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras have significantly increasedent months; in 2015 there were
around 2,200 adum applications (72 per certtigher than in 2014) andnore than 400 new
applicationswere received in the monttof January 2016 alonesuggesting the total number of
asylum claims may double this yearrtRer to the successful implementation antbnsolidation of

| ocal i ntegrati on pr o g20h620h&ulti-fear protectiorf andyseleisns UNHC |
strategy in Costa Rica aims to ensure timely and fair RSD decisions and promote local integration f
all refugees with a particular emphasis on the incregsCentral American caseloadl. solutions

based approaclrom the earliest stages of arrival in Costa Ricat includes asylumseekers and
refugees in available national protection and integratrnachanisms is of paramount importance for
UNHCR as a meaof ensuring theitegal status, livelihoods and access to rights.

Strategy and coordination

UNHCR will focus on thérengtheningof its operational capacity in Costa Ricaorder to ensure

continued access to the territory and to quality RSD procedures from border points and timely
referral of vulnerable cases, including SGBV survivors, UASC, and LGBTI individuals, among others, to
service providers. The Office will support the pexgive institutionalization of local integration
programmes, fostering refugees’ access t o e X i
development, employment, and entrepreneurship. In addition, the High v e | Roundt abl e
Action: Protection Needm the Northern Triangle of Central Amerjt&o be held in July 2016 and

organized in Costa Rioaill ensure that sufficient visibility is given to the NTCA protection situation,

raise awareness of the impacts of displacement on countries of origimsitrand asylumand adopt

a strategic regional response framework.

Planned activities

Favourable protection environment

Access to legal assistance and remedies A Conduct 540 legal counselling appointmetus
incoming people of concern from the NTCA.

effective access to refugee status determination
proceduresat border points, and timely referrabf
vulnerable cases (SGVB, LGTBI, UASC, etc.) to
correspondingservice providers

reduced

Fair protection processes and documentation
Refugee status determination A

Address current and critical backlogs that
jeopardize the efficiency dhe RSD system, by
strengthening government capacities to reduce
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processing times aisylum claimsand decrease or
eradicate currenbacklogs.

Security from violence and exploitation

Prevention of and response to SGBV A Establisha safe house fosurvivors of SGBV.
Basic needs and essential services
Health A Implementthe memorandumof understanding

with National Health Care Instituticto provide six
months ofhealth carecoverageo the most
vulnerablepeopleof concern

Access to Education A Provide cash grants for education packages for
families in vulnerable situation.
Services for people with specific needs A Improve access to basic reception conditions by

providingshelter tothe most vulnerable
populations, including large families witrge
numbers of children, SGVB victims/survivors
Community empowerment anselfreliance
Selfreliance and livelihoods A Implement job integration strategies by
strengthening alliances with private sector
networks, and support seémployment
opportunities forpeopleof concern thorough the
provision of training, and facilitain of access to
financial services.
Leadership, coordination and partnership
Coordination and Partnerships A Support the organization and promotion, along
with the Organization of American States and the
Central American Integration System, a round tal
to foster the implementation of regional response
building upon a common appreciation of the
opportunities and challenges of this protection
crisis.

Financial requirements (USD)

To address the needs of the people of concern who Heafrom NTCA countries as a result of
violenceand insecurity UNHCR has edilished a supplementary budget of USD 1.3 milirCosta
Rica as shown in the table below.

EXCOM Additional
BUDGET REQUIREMENT!

ExCom budget for

the operation
related to the
situation

(USD) (USD) (USD)

as of June 2016 as of June 2016

Favourable protection environment
Access to legal assistance and remec - 32,056 32,056

Access to territory andefoulement

risk reduced - 78,729 78,729
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Fair protection processes and documentation

Status determination procedures - 216,676 216,676
Prevention of andesponse to SGBV - 124,761 124,761
Access to Health - 64,111 64,111
Access to Education - 51,289 51,289
Services for people with specific neec - 302,385 302,385
Selfreliance and livelihoods - 218,532 218,532
Coordination and partnerships - 128,223 128,223
Subtotal - 1,216,761 1,216,761

Support costs 85,173 85,173
Total - 1,301,934 1,301,934

BELIZE

EXisting response

UNHCRestablished goresence in Belizen October 2015following the reactivation of the asylum
system in the country and in ordéo respond to the growing numbers of asyltsaekers mostly
from ElSalvador To date the Office has focused omproviding supportto the Governmenbf Belize
to develop andstrengthenits asylumsystem, including througtechnical advice to the Government
on registration and RSD related issues, the installatioth@fproGres v.4efugeedatabasein July,
enhancement ofreception conditions for vulnerable familiepromotion of selfreliance amongst
host communities, anthrough awareness, training am@pacitybuildingof stakeholders.

Strategy and coordination

A strengthenedUNHCRpresence in Belizes needed tosupport the Government in addressing the
protection and assistamcneeds of growing humbers of asyhksaekers in the country antd ensure

the sustainability of the response. To this end, UNHCRsed# up its operational activitiedn the
country, in particular those aimed at revitalizing the asylum system in Beld@nhancing reception

and absorption capacity for newly arriving refugees. This will include support for the newly
establishedDepartment of Refugees, the provision of assistance to extremely vulnerable individuals
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and support to communities hosting si§oant numbers ofpeople of concern through community
based projects and livelihood interventions.

UNHCR will also support the establishment of the Protection Transfer Arrangement (PTA) upon
agreement of the Government of Belize.

REGIONAL OFFICE WASHINGT

UNHCR’ s Regional Of f i c e the Unitel/StatbsiomAmerioan(U.S.)Ri@WE o v et

Caribbean.The refugee dimension of the continuing inflikxom Honduras, El Salvadand
Guatemalan the US.is how weldocumented and validated by govenent data. In 2015, the U.S.
alone received 49,600 new applications for asylum by nationals diTi@A, which representearly

a 50 per centincrease over the previous yeaMany are women and children arriving
unaccompaniedor in family unitsUnacconpanied children are taken under the care of the Office of
Refugee Resettlement in the Department of Health and Human Services and are provided with care
and specialised services. According WNHCR recognition rates for asylurseekers from the
Northern Trangle in the U.Sranged from 53-63 per cenin 2015.

The increase in asyluseekers hagosed challenges for refugee reception artimely asylum
adjudication. There also continue to be significant gaps in accessing legal representagisyido¥
seekersUNHCR has worked closely with the U.S. Government and civil society to respond and meet
those challenges. Activities include border and detention center monitoring; development of a
screening tool to identify children with international pection needsin government custody;
support for thegover nment ' s al t er nat i;and graining for defugeeandt i o n
asylum officers. Through a series of roundtables UNHiERIsoengagng a range of stakeholders
includinggovernment andcivil society in a highlevel dialogue on strengthening the U.S. asylum
system. Beyond the domestic response, UNHCR is working with the U.S. Government to develop
avenues for responsibilitgharingincluding alternative legal pathways avoid dangerou®nward
movemens.

Through this workROWis supporting the Regional Protection and Solutions Strategy for the NTCA
situation in close collaboration with UNHCR offices in Mexico and Central America. ROW is also
implementing advocacy actions relating to tinlereased needs in the region.

2 UNHCR calculates the grant rate based on data received from the United States Government combining final
decisions taken by the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services and the Executive Office for
Immigration Review.
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Planned activities

Fair protection processes and documentation

Refugee status determination A Assist the Government in developing
comprehensive Asylum System including t
registration and documentation of asyluseekers
and refugeesas well as the assessment of asylt
claims by the Refugee Eligibility Committee in |i
with international standards.

Reception conditions A Provide basic assistance to extremely vulnera
individuals arriving in Belize through Help f
Progress,

A Support small scale infrastructure and liveliho
interventions in host communities hosting larg
numbers of asylurseekers arriving in Belize, ¢
well as the beneficiaries of the PTA.

Financial requirements (USD)

To address the needs of the people of concern who have been displaced from NTCA countries, in
particular from El Salvador, as a result of violeras®l insecurity UNHCR has established a
supplementary budgesf USD 1.5 milliofor Belize as shown in the table below.

EXCOM Additional
BUDGET REQUIREMEN

TOTAL

ExCom budge!
for the as of June 201¢
operation

(USD) (USD) (USD)
Fair protection processes amidcumentation
Reception conditions - 614,113 614,113

Status determination i 859,242 859,242
procedures

as of June
2016

Support costs - 103,135 103,135
Total - 1,576,490 1,576,490




REGIONAL ACTIVITIES

Existing response

At presentUNHCR has no capty to support operations andoyernments in the region to ensure

that peopleof concern are adequately identified and referred to the competent services provided by
the authorities, civil society or UNHCR. The abilityctmmprehendthe magnitude of internal
displacementandits main characteristics and dynamics key to dedingproper responses. Access

to protection, shelter,and documentation, as well the provision of basic needs assistance and
solutions is essentially dependeon a robust identification and referral mechanism, in particular for
those groups most at risk, such as unaccompanied children, women victims of SGBV and LGBTI
individuals.

Strategy and coordination

The Regional Legal Unit in Costa Rica will coordinate thmetnentation of identification,
registration and case management systems in the region, as well as the necessary actionstbe build
capacity of operations, Governments and civil society organizations, with particular emphasis on
countries of origin (EledBsador and Honduras) and asylum (Belize, Costa Rica, Mexico, and Panama).

Biometric identification systems wiile deployed; standard operating procedures for referring cases
developed; profilingexercises for IDPs conducte8mooth, fair and efficientase management
systems will be supported in countries of origin and asylum.

Planned activities

Fair protection processes and documentation
Registration and profiling A Support registration efforts undertaken by
governments and civil society organizats, share
information with peopleof concernand put in
placestandard operating procedurdse improve
registration exercises, focusing on the countries «
the NTCA and the southern border of Mexico.
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Financial requirements (USD)

To address theegionalneedsrelated to registration and case managemaesftthe operations of
Central AmericaUNHCR has established a supplementary budfyetSD 0.3nillion for the Regional
Legal Unitas shown in the table below.

EXCOM Additional
TOTAL
BUDGET REQUIREMENT

e budget for as of June 2016 as of June 2016
the operation

(USD) (USD) (USD)
Fair protection processes and documentation
Registration and profiling 281,206

Support costs 19,684
Total 300,890




The UN Refugee Agency

Formore information and enquiries, please contact:

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
hqfr00@unhcr.org

P.O. Box 2500
1211 Geneva 2
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